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From the Chairman 

 T.S Eliot was wrong. March, not April, turns out to be the cruellest 
month for glider pilots. Endless rain and low cloud has been bad 
for flying, there has been late winter snow and freezing 
temperatures. Nevertheless the club has battled its way through it. 
We enjoyed an excellent expedition to Sutton Bank. Our hosts, 
Yorkshire Gliding Club, were extremely welcoming and helped us 
to wring every possible moment in the air from some challenging 
conditions. Both weeks had some excellent days with ridge and 
thermal flying and exciting (but mostly fruitless) searches out 
across the valley in pursuit of wave. 
 
This week is Instructor Training Week. The idea is to get all the instructor checks, refresher 
courses and ratings completed in one week, early in the year. Not only does this mean we 
have an instructor team that is right up to speed as the season begins, but also, we get most 
of the instructor training out of the way which improves 2-seater availability in the summer 
months. 
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From the CFI 
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update 
Evening groups are back 
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Avoiding mid-air collision 
Dates for your diary 
 

In this edition we have news of the successful 
spring expedition to Sutton Bank, encouraging 
news about the Oxford/Brize airspace grab, 
brilliant achievements by some of our 
members, a profile of one of our DCFIs, some 
useful updates on regulation and a handy 
safety reminder about avoiding mid-airs. And 
of course some dates for your diary. 
 

Happy reading. 
Jane 
 
Don’t forget the AGM…… 

  

 
AGM 

14th April 
1800hrs 
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Our summer expedition (9th - 24th June) to Klippeneck in the Swabian Alps could turn out to 
be our last visit to this brilliant site. That's because new and interesting alternative sites are 
knocking on the door. So if you haven't been to Klippeneck before, make this your year to 
go. There is wonderful flying on a plateau surrounded by 1000 ft high ridges and great XC 
opportunities out across the plains. The accommodation is outstanding and the wining and 
dining in the area is excellent. 
  

A month later the spotlight comes back to Booker for our 2018 Red Kite Regionals 
(21st - 29th July). If you are an early cross country pilot nothing will hone your skills 
and improve your performance better than entering our Regionals. Our HDT format 
is easy to understand and to fly. What's more, short wing and older gliders have an 
equal chance of getting around the tasks. It's a week of fun flying and getting to 
know your fellow members. If you have a Silver C and a comp licence you can 
enter by clicking on the Regionals 2018 icon on the Booker GC website home 
page.  

 
There are a couple of weekends coming up when there will be events at Wycombe Air Park 
which will curtail our flying activities.  Elite, a 'Jet-set Lifestyle Event' takes over Wycombe 
Air Park on Friday and Saturday 11th and 12th May. Aero Expo takes place from Thursday 
14th June until Saturday 16th June. For the duration of both these events the club will be 
moving over to Thame to continue our flight training, XC flying and Trial Lessons (the closure 
of the Thame Airfield has been postponed). 
 
I feel that all members and particularly private owners are owed an apology for the shocking 
state into which the perimeter track along the trailer park has fallen. We are trying to see 
what we can get done about it. 
 
Many thanks to all the members who submitted objections and comments to the proposed 
airspace grab at Brize Norton and Oxford Kidlington (or London Oxford Airport as they like to 
style themselves). And special thanks to Ed Garner for researching and compiling a really 
first-class submission on behalf of the club. Regrettably, the archaic CAA process tends to 
stack the cards in favour of the applicants. Nonetheless there are many compelling 
arguments for curbing their ambition and we hope that our routes to the Cotswolds will 
remain open and that glider safety will not be compromised by choke-points. 
 
Fingers crossed for some great soaring weather this summer. 
See you up there. 
William 
 

From the CFI 

Our first expedition of the year is now behind us and I think I speak 
for all who attended in saying what a fantastic airfield Sutton Bank 
is. Although the weather wasn't perfect it was good enough for 
Booker pilots to conduct just over 60 flights and around 50 hours 
soaring. During our time there we experienced some excellent 
thermal and ridge conditions with the odd sniff of wave thrown in for 
good measure. Congratulations to Max Norfolk who completed his 
Bronze 1 and 2 hour flights, and to Maddi Roberts who attended 
her first expedition. 
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Closer to home the weather continues to play havoc. The airfield is exceedingly wet but 
parts are still useable. Despite the poor weather we are approaching the mid-way point 
for our instructor training week. During the week we have a number of members training 
either to become new instructors or to upgrade existing ratings. Although we have done 
some flying the clubhouse has been a hive of activity with the senior instructors running 
lectures and simulator training sessions for the past few days. 
 
Away from Booker, Graham and I are preparing for another display season at the 
Shuttleworth Collection. Our first display will be the RAF100 on 6th May where we'll be flying 
3 unique vintage air force gliders in a never seen before display. We'll also be displaying 
alongside the Typhoon, Tornado, Hawk and the BBMF. Tickets are available online for what 
promises to be an amazing tribute to 100 years of the RAF. 
http://www.shuttleworth.org/events/premiere/ 
 
Safe flying 
Richard 

 

Annual General Meeting 

Booker Gliding Club’s AGM will be held at 
1800hrs on Saturday 14th April at the Army 
Reserve Centre in Old Horns Lane. 
 
Entry by main gate, and there is a small car park 
– car sharing would probably be a good plan. 
 

 

 

 

Oxford/Brize Norton Airspace Change Proposal Update 

The consultation for the airspace change proposals has now closed; thank you to all those 
who submitted comments. The next step is for all responses to be considered before the 
formal change proposal is made to the CAA. 
 
Although this is just the start of the battle, it is encouraging to note that the All Party 
Parliamentary Group on general aviation has taken a dim view of the proposals and has 
suggested alternatives which meet the requirements of the two airfields without a massive 
impact on other users of airspace. 
 
http://www.generalaviationappg.uk/all-party-parliamentary-group-brands-brize-and-oxford-
airspace-proposals-unsafe/ 
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Evening groups are back 

With the arrival of spring – according to the calendar anyway – the evening groups will 
resume from Tuesday 17th April, run by the following instructors: 
 
Tuesdays – Graham Saw 
Wednesdays – Chris Rowland 
Fridays – Symeon Economou 
 
Flying in the evening has many benefits – no 
other traffic as the airfield is closed, large areas 
of lift instead of those tight bumpy daytime 
thermals, beautiful views with the setting sun, getting to know a group of members and 
instructors. It’s also a great time to bring family, friends or colleagues for an evening out – a 
flight, a picnic or a trip to a local hostelry, what could be better? Special rates available, just 
ask at the office. 
 

 
 
Members’ achievements 

Congratulations to: 
 
Paul Field – Diamond height (at Aboyne)  
 

Paul was on an expedition to Portmoak and 
Millfield with his other club (Halton) but 
Portmoak was waterlogged so they moved 
up to Aboyne and had 5 days of flying. He 
got his Gold one day – his ‘day job’ came in 
handy when he had to descend through 
cloud at one point – and on the next battled 
his way up to 22,230ft for his Diamond. 
Having ticked that off he can now 
concentrate on exploring XC using wave. 

 
 
 
Max Norfolk – Bronze 1 hour and 2 hour flights 
 

Max made a two day trip to Sutton Bank during 
the second week of the Booker expedition and 
after his site check flew the LS7 for a Bronze 
hour one day and a Bronze two hours the 
following day.  
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Maddi Roberts – Standard Aerobatics badge 
 

Maddi has yet to complete her Bronze badge but she has been 
making good use of her time and improving her handling skills by 
practising aeros. Here she is filling in the paperwork for her first 
badge. She also attended her first 
expedition with a brief trip to Sutton Bank. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Spring expedition to Sutton Bank 

This year’s expedition broke new ground with a 
visit to Yorkshire Gliding Club and their site at 
Sutton Bank, high up on the North York Moors. 
For flatlanders, this was a learning experience, 
as taking off from the top of the ridge rather than 
the bottom prompted new and interesting 
thoughts like ‘how do I get back up there to 
land?’ However, with the wind on the ridge 
providing reliable lift well above field level it all 
worked out just fine.  
 
The weather was, of course, mixed, with rain 
and snow and the occasional very windy day, 
but everyone had a lot of fun with ridge and 
thermal and wave to explore – and amazing 

scenery. The 
instructors and members of Yorkshire GC were 
very welcoming and helpful, the clubhouse and 
in-house catering were excellent, and the variety 
of local accommodation was warm and 
comfortable. All in all an excellent trip and 
recommended to those who did not go this time 
round. 
 
 

The view up runway 02 

That elusive wave 
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Pilot profile 

Steve Williams - DCFI 

What got you interested in aviation? 
It started when I was 14, in 1971. Like all boys I was 
interested in aeroplanes so I joined the Air Cadets. I 
did a short gliding course at White Waltham but I was 
only really interested in power flying. An 800ft winch 
launch and a 3 minute flight wasn’t very exciting but 
flying a Chipmunk was great, so I decided that one day 
I would get a PPL. 
 
When did you start gliding? 
My early dream of a PPL hadn’t worked out, so for my 
40th birthday my parents bought me a short course at 
Booker. When I turned up I realised that there was 
more to gliding than I’d thought when my instructor, 
Danny Lamb, said ‘we don’t just teach people to fly, we teach them to fly cross country’. I 
had difficulty learning, I was apprehensive, I’m not a natural pilot, and my long legs made it 
difficult to fit in the cockpit….. but I persevered.  
 
What’s the buzz? 
Initially I liked the sense of achievement. That’s still there but now it’s the variety – every day 
is different, you don’t know where you’ll end up. Then there are expeditions, the people, the 
glider itself…… 

The view from the edge, and the road up 

All out! 

Nick modelling an outfit from the Spring 
collection 



     April 2018 

 
 

Page 7 

 

 
What stage are you at? 
I’m now DCFI, a Full Cat. instructor and an SLMG FI [motor glider instructor]. I have a gold 
badge, I own a Ventus 2c and regularly fly 300k, and I fly Regionals comps. I’ve also 
recently started towing. 
 
What are your goals? 
Longer cross-country flights.  
 
Do you remember any significant moments? 
One thing that really gave me a buzz was a mountain flying course at St Auban, doing near 
Vne in a Duo Discus through the mountains. I also remember my first Regionals when I was 
an early xc pilot, it was the best holiday I’ve ever had. And on my recent trip to Lake Keepit 
in Australia, the days I spent at the airfield just whizzed by, it was great. 
 
Do you have any advice for our readers? 
Get on with it, don’t wait for other people, you have to be a self-starter. 

 
 

Radio frequency update 

8.33 data 
The CAA intends to provide updates of airfield frequencies as they convert to 8.33kHz 
frequencies during 2018. The first version of a supplement was published in February along 
with a NOTAM and will be updated weekly. The February version is available under 
‘Updates’ on the CAA’s 8.33 webpage: 
http://www.caa.co.uk/General-aviation/Aircraft-ownership-and-maintenance/8-33-kHz-radios/ 
 
Oxford (Kidlington) Airport Radio 
Radio frequency changes have been advised as: 
 
GMC  Oxford Ground 121.955  already in place 
APS Oxford Radar 127.110 from 18th April 2018 
DIR Director  125.090 from 11th May 2018 
TWR Tower   133.425 becoming 133.430 in Dec 2018  
 
Parachute Drop Zone Frequencies 
The British Parachute Association has updated its drop zone frequency information: 
https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/pilot-briefing-airspace/parachute-dz-frequencies/ 
 
Shobdon Airfield Free Fall Parachuting and Frequency Changes 
Shobdon airfield, which is the home of the Herefordshire GC, now has freefall parachuting 
activity. The airfield plans to use an 8.33 kHz frequency with effect from 1st May 2018.  
Read more at: 
https://members.gliding.co.uk/2018/04/03/shobdon-airfield-parachuting-and-frequency-
change/ 
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EASA Pilot Licensing - update  

Pilots of EASA aeroplanes are required to hold an EASA licence (LAPL(S) or SPL) from 8th April 
2018. There is however an exemption for glider pilots who may continue to fly under national (BGA) 
rules until 8th April 2019. This means that solo glider pilots can satisfy medical requirements with a 
driving licence or (for under 25s), a self-declaration to DVLA group 1 standard, and instructors need 
a DVLA group 2 medical declaration signed by their GP. 
 
By 8th April 2019, the European Commission is expected to have amended Aircrew Regulations 
providing an opt-out from EASA licensing for glider pilots until April 2020. 

 
 

Avoiding mid-air collision  

The UK Airprox Board has produced a very useful video showing how the eye works in 
detecting moving objects, in particular those coming head on: 
https://www.airproxboard.org.uk/Topical-issues-and-themes/Collision-Avoidance/ 

 

Dates for your diary 

14th April  AGM – 1800hrs at the TA centre 

23rd April  Parachute packing 

23rd – 27th April:  Beginning XC course 

21st – 25th May: Bronze course  

9th - 24th June:  Summer expedition to Klippeneck 

21st - 29th July:  Booker Regionals 

22nd – 23rd Sept Vintage weekend 

13th - 28th October:  Aboyne expedition 

The Easter Egg Cup Aerobatics comp has been postponed until the sun shines. 

 

 

 

 

Club Communications 
We use Yahoo email groups, which we encourage all members to subscribe to, in order to provide a quick way 
to communicate with the membership. Details are below. 
 

Booker XC WhatsApp group – Targeted towards those pilots who fly cross-country. Provides the opportunity 
to share task ideas, co-ordinate rigging etc. Ask an instructor to add you.  
 
Booker GC Forum – Open to all members to participate. The Forum provides the opportunity to share ideas 

about the Club. Send an email to: bookergc-forum-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
and include your name and membership number when applying. 
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Booker GC Expeditions – Open to all members to participate. Send an email to: 

bookergc-expeditions-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
and include your name and membership number when applying. 
 

Booker GC X-C – Targeted towards those pilots who fly cross-country or who aspire to develop their cross-

country skills. Send an email to: bookergc_xc-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
and include your name and membership number when applying. 
 

Booker GC Instructors – This is for Booker instructors only to email each other easily. Mainly used for 

swapping duty days. Send an email to: bookergc_instructors-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and 
include your name and membership number when applying. 
 

The Booker GC website at www.bookergliding.co.uk has a Members Page. This contains the latest Club 
news snippets and links to previous newsletters, meeting minutes and several useful and informative Club 
documents. The Members page is accessible to everybody (not just members) but certain documents, such as 
committee minutes need a user i/d and password. To obtain these, go to the members’ page and click on the 
‘email Administrator’ link. Don’t forget to include your name and membership number. 
 

For the latest news about what’s happening check out  
http://bookergc.blogspot.com/ and https://www.facebook.com/bookerglidingclub 

 
 
*** All views expressed within the newsletter are those of the contributors and do not necessarily represent the 

views of the Club or committee *** 
 

Contributions to the newsletter are welcome. If you would like to submit an article for a future edition please 
send it to Jane Moore at jxmoore@gmail.com 
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