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From the CFI
Yet again we've had a exceptionally active month, so much so 
that the launches are at their highest since 2010.

Not only have there been a considerable number of good quality 
cross-country days we've also been very busy flying numerous 
students. The instructing team has been absolutely flat out for the 
last few weeks with our whole training fleet active on most days. 
The motor glider alone has completed over 30 hours flying in the 
last 4 weeks!

I'm also pleased to report that our membership continues to 
grow, as does the number of private gliders kept on site.

Many of you will have noticed that both CFA and DJK have now 
been sold. Those particular gliders were sold so that we can continue to upgrade our mod-
ern fibre glass fleet to make it one if the best fleets in the country. In the coming weeks the 
Duo Discus and K21 are due to have brand new panels fitted which include LX S80's with 
AHRS and new radios with repeater units in the rear seat.

The work on ECZ has now officially started and we hope to have it back ready to fly in 
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The Henley Show
Members’ Achievements
Stubble Trouble –cartoon
Aboyne Beckons
Racing on Thin Air

The month Richard updates us on the fleet and 
tells you all you need to know to sign up for this  

year’s Aboyne Expedition. Jane is calling for  
volunteers to help out at the Henley Show in 

September, there’s a cartoon and news of the 
Marketing Team’s latest activities. This is the last  

edition of the newsletter I shall be editing, so 
thank you very much indeed to all the contributors 
who have kept articles coming over the last seven 

years.
William

 

All about 
our Aboyne 
expedition

3rd-18thOctober
see page 3 Booker goes to the Henley Show  September 12th

see page 2
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Aboyne. Like KCZ and 315, ECZ (soon to be 316) will have a brand new panel and a state 
of the art Mountain High Electronic Demand Oxygen System.

Several of our pilots are either away or about to go away representing the club at various 
competitions. Graham Saw is currently competing in the World Glider Aerobatic Champion-
ships in the Czech Republic. At the time of writing he is in 18th place (out of 47) which con-
sidering he's flying a 1950's glider against modern aerobatic machines is simply outstanding.

At the end of the month George Hunter and Sienna Whiteside will be competing at the Junior 
National Championships, George flying our own 319 and Sienna in her Cirrus. We wish them 
both luck and speaking as an ex-Junior; stay away from the cider..........

Lastly, congratulations to Conall Preston and Rupinder Loyal on their first solo's and also to 
Hugh Cherkas for passing his Bronze GFT.

Richard

The Henley Show - Saturday 12th September
Booker will be visiting the Henley Show for the - I think - 4th time in September to introduce 
the show's visitors to the wonderful world of gliding and all it has to offer. We will be taking 
the Junior and possibly the sim, so we will need a few people to help out. You can help with 
setting up the stand on the Friday evening or you can come along to the show and talk to 
visitors, either would be really useful contributions. Of course, if you come on the Saturday 
you will get a chance to look round at the other attractions - it's a great day out.

.
Jane Moore

Members’ Achievements
Conall Preston        First Solo
Rupinder Loyal       First Solo
Hugh Cherkas         Bronze Flying Test

Stubble Trouble…
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Aboyne Beckons!
Many of you are of course Aboyne regulars but for those who haven’t yet been it really is 
the most amazing place and truly the best way to end what’s been a fantastic soaring 
season. This year’s expedition runs from the 3rd to the 18th October and is split into two 
weeks. You are of course more than welcome to come for two weeks although I fully 
appreciate that work and family commitments often do not allow this. Therefore the 
expedition is designed so that you can come for any period of time you wish. For those who 
are still unsure what Aboyne is all about please have a look at the notices displayed in the 
clubhouse, check 
on the club website 
or come and have a 
chat with either 
myself or Jane 
Moore. What I will 
say though is if 
you’ve never been 
before or haven’t 
yet been lucky 
enough to have 
experienced wave, 
this expedition is 
definitely for you. Everything about Aboyne is simply breathtaking and we at Booker are 
extremely privileged to fly there.

This year we shall be taking three club gliders with us, the Duo Discus, the K21 and our 
ASW19. All the gliders are fully equipped with oxygen for those high wave climbs (last years 
record was 20,000ft) and therefore there’s nothing to bring other than some warm clothes!
We've also booked our favourite accommodation at Birkellun for two weeks. Rooms are 
available on a first come first served basis and can either been shared or booked 
individually.

Regardless of whether you’re just starting on a course or you’re a seasoned pro this 
expedition is open to everyone. Due to the immense popularity of Aboyne in October, the 
Deeside Gliding Club have placed a restriction on numbers. It is therefore imperative that 
you register for this expedition as soon as possible to guarantee your place. Like all our 
expeditions I've had considerable external interest from another club who wishes to join us. 
Obviously Booker members take priority but I will start to include others from mid August.

To book your place either include your name on the notice board in the club house or 
contact the office. The expedition fee this year will be £60.00 and beds in Birkellun are 
£190.00 per week (single occupancy will be subject to additional charges). 
Flying at Aboyne in Booker gliders is charged at the normal expedition rates. Daily 
Membership to the Deeside Gliding Club is £9.00 per day or £33.00 for 3 months. Aerotows 
are £30.00 to 2,000ft and £1 per 100ft thereafter.

If you have any further questions or you're still not sure if this expedition is for you, please 
do not hesitate to contact me. I look forward to seeing you in the Scottish Highlands. You're 
in for a treat!
Richard
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Booker’s Promotional Campaigns
This month sees the publication of an exciting article 
about glider racing and the 2015 Booker Regionals. 
It’s appearing in a family of Bucks County magazines 
in all the major towns. As usual it contains details of 
how readers can find out more about learning to fly 
at Booker. This year we have seen an upsurge in the 
number of course sales. It may be a reflection of the 
improving economic times but there’s no doubt that 
consistent efforts over recent years by the Marketing 
Team are bearing fruit. The Team’s activities include 
displaying gliders at fetes and shows and 
advertorials such as ‘Racing on Thin Air’. This work 
is vital to maintain growth in the club and to ensure 
our long-term financial health. The club needs more 
members to volunteer to support the marketing 
effort. Could you give a half-day or a day to helping 
out at events and sharing your love of gliding with 
members of the public? It’s a good cause!

Club Communications
We use Yahoo email groups, which we encourage all members to subscribe to, in order to provide a quick way 
to communicate with the membership.  Details are below.

Booker GC Forum – Open to all members to participate.  The Forum provides the opportunity to share ideas 
about the Club. Send an email to: bookergc-forum-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
and include your membership number when applying.

Booker GC Expeditions – Open to all members to participate.  Send an email to:
bookergc-Expeditions-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and include your membership number when 
applying.

Booker GC X-C – Targeted towards those pilots who fly cross-country or who aspire to develop their cross-
country skills.  Send an email to: bookergc_xc-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
and include your membership number when applying.

Booker GC Instructors – This is for Booker instructors only to easily email each other.  Mainly used for 
swapping duty days. Send an email to: BookerGC_Instructors-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and 
include your membership number when applying.

The Booker GC website at www.bookergliding.co.uk has a Members Page. This contains the latest Club 
news snippets and links to previous newsletters, meeting minutes and several useful and informative Club 
documents.  The Members page is accessible to everybody (not just members) but certain documents, such as 
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committee minutes need a user i/d and password.  To obtain these, go to the members’ page and click on the 
‘email Administrator’ link.  Don’t forget to include your membership number.

For the latest news about what’s happening check out 
http://bookergc.blogspot.com/ and https://www.facebook.com/bookerglidingclub

*** All view expressed within the newsletter are those of the contributor and do not necessarily represent the 
view of the Club or committee ***

Contributions to the newsletter are welcome. If you’d like to submit an article for a future edition please send it 
to William Parker by email at (williamparker275@gmail.com). Please note new email address
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