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From the Chairman 

Thankfully the days are becoming noticeably longer but the 
summer soaring season still seems a long way ahead. But that’s 
not to say that there isn’t plenty for us to do. When the season 
does arrive many pilots find themselves looking back on these 
winter afternoons wondering ‘ Why on earth didn’t I use that time 
to update the  airspace in my nav kit, check out how to enter a 
variable barrel, fix that dodgy tyre?’ and so forth.  
 
Meanwhile Graham Saw’s aerobatic courses continue in March 
with the Easter Egg Cup on the weekend of 9th and 10th April. 
There is the forthcoming expedition to Talgarth and Shobdon 
starting on 19th March. Right now, an intrepid band are up in Aboyne for an early year taste 
of wave. Even if you can’t make any of these outings try to get up to Booker and keep 
current in these winter months – it makes a huge difference to your readiness to get going 
cross country when the time comes.  
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There is plenty to lift our spirits in this issue, with 
news of our members’ achievements in various 
fields, illustrated by a great cartoon from a 
previously undiscovered source. We have a 
reminder of the joys of evening flying and details 
of opportunities for some lucky Juniors, with a 
contribution from a very Junior member in the 
form of a ballad to Booker. Finally we have some 
sunshine from NZ and a reminder of summer over 
Henley. Enjoy. 

Jane 
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Plans for our Regionals continue apace. If you are an early cross country pilot with a Silver 
badge, this could be the way to give your XC flying a boost. All the tasks are easy to fly HDT 
tasks and it will be a week of fun flying starting on 2nd July.  
 
Negotiations for the Northside relocation of the gliding club are moving ahead. We 
understand that the owners of the head lease, AAA, are now in the process of reaching 
agreement with Wycombe District Council and that includes the council’s preferred option for 
gliding club operations on the north side. This enables us not only to begin to look at the 
physical side of re-locating but also to consider a new era of collaborative activities at 
Wycombe Air Park. Indeed, we are being encouraged by the lease holder and the council 
actively to pursue that collaboration. 
 
I raise this because, as many members will know, until a couple of years ago, relations with 
our neighbours on the airfield were not always harmonious. There were several reasons for 
that, but I am confident that the arrangement envisaged for the gliding club would foster 
good relations and open the way to greater co-operation. Specifically I would ask all our 
members to behave in a respectful and helpful way towards our neighbours. We have many 
common interests with them and Wycombe Air Park can really prosper if we work together. 
 
Richard has completed an excellent Manual of Gliding Operations at Wycombe Air Park. It’s 
essential reading for tug pilots of course but also for glider pilots. If you have ever wondered 
why helicopters hover at particular points on the airfield or why power traffic departing on 
runway 24 inclines to the left on climb out, the Manual gives you the answers. 
 
Finally, the Club’s AGM takes place on Saturday 5th March at the Army Reserve Centre. Try 
to come if you can – it’s your opportunity to have your say in the running of the club, to ask 
questions and to hear the committee’s plans for the coming year. Details on the notice board 
in the club! 
 
See you up there. 
William 
 

From the CFI 

It's been nice to see a small improvement in the weather 
compared to the last two months. January launches were 113 
which is average for this time of year, and compared with a total 
of 109 for November and December combined is particularly 
pleasing to see.  
 
As I write this letter a number of members of busily packing warm 
clothes ready for our departure to Aboyne. I'm pleased to say the 
weather for our upcoming week looks rather good with great wave 
forecast on most days. When not flying, the snow at the local ski 
resorts looks good so I believe that we're in for a great trip! For 
any of you who wish to join last minute, even for a day or two, 
you're more than welcome.  
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I'm pleased to report that our lease committee continues to make excellent progress 
with Wycombe District Council and our dream of securing the club with a long term 
future and purpose built facilities is looking good.  
 
The lease process, although not yet complete, is nearing completion, and we must 
thank not just those on our own committee for all the hours of effort that they have given 
but also those from Airways Aero Associates who, like ourselves, have not only spent 
many hundreds of hours and sleepless nights in negotiations, but have also spent many 
tens of thousands of pounds to ensure that Wycombe Air Park has a secure future as 
one of the UK's best general aviation airfields.  
 
As I'm sure you're aware, there isn't a GA airfield in the UK which isn't under some kind 
of threat and it's down to the tireless efforts of a few people who spend hours and hours 
fighting, often at their own expense, which gives us space to enjoy our flying, whether it 
be gliding, helicopters or fixed wing. We therefore all owe a huge debt of thanks to all 
those involved with our own airfield for all the work which they have done, and continue 
to do.  
 
For those coming to Aboyne, I look forward to seeing you there. For those who are staying 
'down South', I'll see you at the airfield on my return. I will of course remain contactable by 
phone and email should you need to reach me. 
 
Richard 

 

Annual General Meeting 

Booker Gliding Club’s AGM will be held at 
1800hrs on Saturday 5th March at the Army 
Reserve Centre in Old Horns Lane. 
 
Entry by main gate, and there is a small car park 
– car sharing would probably be a good plan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Member’s Achievements 

George Hunter (cadet) – Basic Instructor rating 

 
Well done to George and his instructors. 
 
British Aerobatics Association Glider Trophy Results 
The BAeA’s season-long Glider Trophy is awarded to the pilot scoring the most points, as a 
percentage of the total possible, aggregated over all competitions throughout the year. The 
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2015 winner is 
Dietmar Poll, with 
our very own 
Graham Saw 
second and 
Michael Corcoran 
third. Full results 
for 2015 are on the 
British Aerobatics 
Association 
website. 
 
Cartoon by Nikki 
Saw  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winter Lecture Series 2016 

Don’t miss the remaining briefings in our programme, open to all, including course members, 
but particularly useful for those working towards Bronze. All the sessions start at 10am on 
Saturday unless otherwise advertised.  
 

� Flight planning and performance – Bob Smith – 20th February 

� Vintage Gliding – Jan Forster, President of the VGC – 6th March (Sunday) 

� Radio telephony – Ashley Birkbeck – date TBA 

� Flying Concorde – Dave Byass – date TBA 
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A reminder of what summer looks like 
 

 
 
A panorama of an unusual sky over Henley, stitched together by David Fogden from a 
number of photos taken with his Olympus. 
 

Evening freedom 

There was a time when, as soon as the clocks went forward, there was an evening group at 
Booker every weekday evening. Each group had its own personality and all of them thrived. 
We flew in all weathers and it was not unusual to have 20 or so launches after 6.00 pm, with 
a good mix of club and trial lesson flights. 
 
I owe a lot of my progress in gliding to the 
Monday Evening Group led by Roy Highfield 
and fellow instructors Bryan Hughes, Tony 
Marlow and Doug Hilton. I went solo and 
progressed all the way to Full Cat, chiefly with 
the Monday Evening Group. In winter, we went 
on exclusive Monday Evening Group 
expeditions, to learn winch launching (Bicester 
and Lasham), and ridge soaring (The Mynd and 
Sutton Bank). In summer, we went on 
expeditions abroad, chiefly to Le Blanc in 
France and Cerdanya in Spain. Our club-within-
a-club provided terrific continuity between 
instructors and pupils and created a great sense 
of camaraderie. 
 
These days, when everyone is ‘time poor’ it’s not so easy to ensure the level of continuity in 
attendance that makes such expeditions practical. But the Evening Groups remain very 
much alive on Tuesdays (led by Graham Saw), Wednesdays (Chris Rowland) and Fridays 
(Symeon Economou), and we all want to see a return to their heyday. It’s an immense 
privilege, when all of the day’s activity has ceased, the tower has shut down, and most of the 
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private owners have gone, to have the whole of the airfield and all of the toys to ourselves. 
This is the best time to continue your pre-solo training, make post-solo progress towards 
your Bronze, stay current, fly new types, learn aerobatics and, importantly, bring your family, 
friends and colleagues to experience the best way to get in the air without being a bird. 
 
The Evening Groups all start around the time the clocks go forward. Come along and see for 
yourself. It could set your gliding career on a path that, like mine, exceeds all your best 
expectations.  
 
Symeon Economou 
 

Opportunities for Juniors 

The Air League is offering gliding scholarships to solo pilots aged 16-25 to help them 
broaden their flying experience, for example, aerobatics or cross country.  
Application closing date: 19th February.  
Full details: http://www.airleague.co.uk/scholarships/gliding-scholarships/ 
 
The Honourable Company of Air Pilots is now accepting applications for scholarships 
under their 2016 Flying Scholarships Programme. These include gliding scholarships offered 
to people over 16 to fly on a one week residential course at a BGA Junior Gliding Centre (eg 
Booker). The course could take a candidate to first solo. Courses will take place on 25th-
29th July and 13th-19th August 2016. The selection process will include an interview at 
which candidates will be asked to confirm their preferred course dates.  
Application closing date: 8th March.   
Full details: https://www.airpilots.org/career-matters/scholarships  
  
The Royal Aero Club is offering bursaries for air sports including gliding.  
Application closing date: 31st March.  
Full details: http://www.royalaeroclubtrust.org/bursaries 
 
 

Gliding Kiwi style 

On my hols in NZ I came across a gliding operation with a difference – aerotow launching of 
a hang glider. 
 
James is the man at the noisy end 
of the rope and he flies a Moyes 
Dragonfly which is a microlight 
specially made for aerotowing, 
and 70 metres behind is the 
tandem hang glider – this is pretty 
much the same as the hill-
launched types we occasionally 
see on the ridge, but with a 
beefed-up structure and the 
addition of wheels.  
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It is a commercial operation – the 
glider is towed to around 2000’, or 
even a mile high before releasing. 
Not an ideal thermalling aircraft 
like we are used to maybe, 
nevertheless the thermals on a 
summer’s day hereabouts are 
robust enough to give a decent 
flight. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This picture I’ve shamelessly stolen from the firm’s website, and there is a good number 
more at http://skyadventures.co.nz. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Robert Turner 
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Club Communications 
We use Yahoo email groups, which we encourage all members to subscribe to, in order to provide a quick way 
to communicate with the membership.  Details are below. 
 
Booker GC Forum – Open to all members to participate.  The Forum provides the opportunity to share ideas 

about the Club. Send an email to: bookergc-forum-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
and include your name and membership number when applying. 
 
Booker GC Expeditions – Open to all members to participate.  Send an email to: 

bookergc-expeditions-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
and include your name and membership number when applying. 
 
Booker GC X-C – Targeted towards those pilots who fly cross-country or who aspire to develop their cross-

country skills.  Send an email to: bookergc_xc-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
and include your name and membership number when applying. 
 
Booker GC Instructors – This is for Booker instructors only to email each other easily.  Mainly used for 

swapping duty days. Send an email to: bookergc_instructors-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and 

include your name and membership number when applying. 
 

The Booker GC website at www.bookergliding.co.uk has a Members Page. This contains the latest Club 
news snippets and links to previous newsletters, meeting minutes and several useful and informative Club 
documents.  The Members page is accessible to everybody (not just members) but certain documents, such as 
committee minutes need a user i/d and password.  To obtain these, go to the members’ page and click on the 
‘email Administrator’ link.  Don’t forget to include your name and membership number. 
 

For the latest news about what’s happening check out  
http://bookergc.blogspot.com/ and https://www.facebook.com/bookerglidingclub 

 
 
*** All views expressed within the newsletter are those of the contributors and do not necessarily represent the 

views of the Club or committee *** 
 

Contributions to the newsletter are welcome. If you would like to submit an article for a future edition please 
send it to Jane Moore at jxmoore@gmail.com 
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