
     June 2018 

 
 

Page 1 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Is it a bird? Is it a plane? 

 
A bit of both – Doug Hilton flying Graham Saw’s Petrel over Klippeneck. For more news read 
on…….. 

Klippeneck stories from the CFI 
Members’ achievements 
The view from the Chair 
Aero Expo at Wycombe Air Park 
Cadet showcase 
Pilot profile 
More funding for 8.33kHz radios 
Checking for frequency changes 
How many people do you need for your 
flight? 
New to cross country flying? 
Dates for your diary 

Sunshine here and in Germany has made for 
plenty of flying. We’ve also been busy 
promoting the club at Aero Expo. In this edition 
we have lots of hints and tips for getting more 
out of your gliding, plus insights into the lives of 
some fellow members. And if you still need a 
radio, there’s info on getting a bit of financial 
help. 
 

Happy reading. 
Jane 
 

  

 
Cadet 

showcase 
page 5  

 

Hints and tips for new XC pilots - page 9 
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Klippeneck stories 

Don't tell anyone but I think the summer is finally here! 
 
The last month has been a busy one with a lot of flying both here at 
Booker and Thame, and also in Southern Germany on the 
Klippeneck Expedition. This year's expedition was yet again a great 
success with Booker members conducting over 150 launches and 
300 hours of soaring. The two seaters were kept busy giving cross-
country tuition both over the flat land and in the mountainous Black 
Forest. There were also a number of personal achievements with 
Denis Campbell flying several 500s and most other members flying 
300s. Congratulations to Maddi Roberts and Harald Dornberger on 
completing their Bronze and XC endorsements, and to Nick von 
Merveldt on his Silver Distance and 100km diploma.  
 

I had previously mentioned that 2018 
might be the last year we visited 
Klippeneck…...I may have changed my 
mind! I cannot honestly think of a finer 
gliding site. The soaring is simply 
amazing, as is the scenery! The on-site 
hotel is of an extremely high standard 
and there's a lot to do on days off. For 
those with little experience the airfield 
and local area provides a safe 
environment for local soaring and short 
cross countries and for those with a little 
more experience there are opportunities 
for big tasks and some exciting flying in 

the Black Forest. Being only 100km away, a flight to the Alps is not out of the question 
and is regularly done by the locals. I honestly cannot recommend this trip enough! I 
sincerely hope to see a number of you coming along next year.  
 
Closer to home the weather has also been excellent with four 1,000 km flights posted on 
the BGA ladder last week. The good news is it looks like we're due to keep this weather 
for quite some time!  
 
Safe flying and see you at the launch point. 
 
Richard Crockett - CFI 
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Members’ achievements 

Congratulations to: 
 
Maddi Roberts – Bronze badge and XC endorsement, conversion to LS7 
 

Maddi, one of our senior cadets, made good use of her week in 
Klippeneck. Having completed her XC endorsement just before leaving 
for Germany she converted to the LS7 and promptly landed in a field, 
finding her training very useful. She also finally polished off her Bronze 
badge. 
 
 
 

 
 
Nik von Merveldt – Silver distance and 100k diploma, conversion to LS7 
 

Nik also had a fine time in Klippeneck and achieved two significant 
milestones, as well as converting to the LS7. The pic was taken in 
Lleweni Parc last year, just after he had completed his Bronze, the 
weather in Germany was a bit brighter. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Harald Dornberger – Bronze 2 hours and Silver distance 
 

Harald, our newest member, is based just north of Stuttgart so nipping 
down to Klippeneck was more convenient for him than for other 
expedition members. He took advantage of the trip to do a Bronze two 
hour flight and Silver distance.  
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The view from the Chair 

At last – some of the weather gliding has been waiting for! Making 
the most of it several of our top pilots have flown 500 km tasks in 
recent weeks, notably three 500s on the same day flown from 
Thame by Geoff Lyons, Nils Wedi and Denis Campbell, with Geoff 
following up with another on the Solstice. 
 
This year our Klippeneck Expedition and AeroExpo coincided so 
the club moved to Thame for the duration of the show - many 
thanks to all those who helped make that work, especially George 
Darby, Pete Wyld, Bob Davey and Robert Turner. Meanwhile, 
back at Booker Jane Moore and her team set up and staffed our 
Expo stand. It attracted a lot of attention mainly from power pilots chafing at the rising cost of 
flying power and those interested in aerobatics. Many thanks to Jane and to Chris Collett 
who provided the graphics and display equipment. 
 
In Germany the club expedition has also enjoyed some fabulous weather with flights to Ulm 
and over the Black Forest. At the time of writing Steve Williams has moved on from 
Klippeneck to sample the flying at Unterwossen, the candidate expedition site scouted by 
Tim Scott for the 2019 summer expedition. 
 
There is some welcome news on the Brize/Oxford airspace grab. The All-party 
Parliamentary Group on general aviation, chaired by Grant Shapps MP, has come out 
strongly against the plan branding it 'dangerous'. 
 
In recent months we have re-vitalised the Booker Cadet Programme with a new intake of 
cadets bringing the total to 10. All the members in the club can help to support the cadets. 
There is a copy of the Cadet Handbook in the clubhouse and in it you will see the tasks we 
expect the cadets to tackle. Have a look at the handbook and if you have the opportunity to 
show them how any of these things are done please take the initiative. 
 
The next big event for the club is the Booker Red Kite Regionals starting on Saturday 21st 
July and ending on Sunday 29th. Please come and help out even if you are not competing – 
particularly on showery days when help with retrieves is always welcome. 

 
Right now the weather is fine but blue. Some pilots are 
averse to flying in the blue but with proper preparation – such 
as sunscreen, ample drinking water and wetting your hat, you 
can fly some great tasks in unstable blue. With a high 
inversion the temperature at 4,000 feet can be 10 – 15 
degrees lower than on the ground. What's more you can 
often achieve high XC speeds in nicely lined up blue 
thermals without the distraction of straying off course towards 

enticing cumulus! Anyway, blue or cu, make the most of what looks like some great summer 
flying weather. 
 
See you up there. 
William Parker 
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Aero Expo at Wycombe Air Park 

Only a month after the Elite event, the airfield was once again taken over by exhibitors, this 
time Aero Expo. We had use of our half of the hangar and Chris Collett set up an impressive 
display. Over the three days of the 
event we had lots of visitors; the 
most productive interest came 
from bored PPLs – power pilots 
looking to add an extra dimension 
to their flying – and we hope to 
see some of them at the launch 
point soon.  
Many thanks to the club members 
who gave up a few hours of their 
time to help out. 
 
 

 

Cadet showcase 

When not helping out around the club our cadets have considerable talents in in other areas. 
Here we feature examples of the work of two of them. 
 
Sam Husband – senior cadet (joined 2015) 

Over the course of the past six months, I have been working fairly hard on a school project 
which many people have told me is very impressive, so I thought I would give club members 
a little insight into what I have been working on.  
 
As part of the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) at A-level I was given the challenge of 
coming up with a creative piece of artwork or an essay, my choice of topic. After a long hard 
think and some inspiration from my hobby, flying of course, I decided to jump in the deep 
end with my limited knowledge to make a coffee table inspired by aviation. The challenge 
was actually trying to contain all of my ideas into one and yet come up with something 
recognisable that perhaps you or I would quite happily have at home. 
 
I started the project by looking around on the 
internet for ideas and eventually stuck with making 
a wing section from a wooden aircraft. With a quick 
chat from Graham Saw, who I must thank for the 
initial starting point, some plans were drawn onto a 
large sheet of paper and then went into hibernation 
in my garage for the next few weeks. After much 
head scratching, cursing and mugs of tea the table 
was completed with a better outcome than I 
expected. 
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Given all of the positive feedback from teachers, family and friends at the club, I have 
decided that maybe over the winter months I will start working on a collection of aviation 
furniture which I shall be more than happy to make for people if they so desire. 
 
 
Basel Hammond – junior cadet (joined 2018) 

Basel was part of the recent intake of cadets and is still learning the ropes. He is also a 
talented artist. Here are some examples of his 
drawings. 
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Pilot profile   

This month in our regular series of club member profiles we 
interview a glider pilot, tug pilot, grass mower, bus washer 
and general fixer upper – and committee member. 

Rob Turner 

What got you interested in aviation? 
 

I started flying at 16 in Motueka, NZ, when I came second 
for a scholarship and the bloke who won was scared of 
flying. I did 10 hours and went solo, thought it was a load of 
fun and carried on. After I left school I got a job with a part 
time degree course so I could go flying. I intended to be an 
airline pilot so I got a commercial licence and worked as an 
instructor for a year, but I decided it wasn’t for me, so at age 22 I came to the UK where I 
met my wife, children came along and I stopped flying. 
 
When did you start gliding? 
 

I’d seen gliders in NZ, they were often overhead when I was very small, but I got into flying 
them when I was given a trial lesson at Booker as a gift – I’d been made redundant so I had 
time and money, and I thought ‘this is the life’. 
 
What’s the buzz? 
 

I can sit for hours looking at clouds and scenery, I never tire of what I can see out of the 
window.  
 
What stage are you at? 
 

I have a Silver and I fly the tugs. I have a half share in an ASW19 and a quarter share in LH, 
one of those noisy put-put crafts that needs an engine to stay aloft, otherwise known as a 
Robin DR400 Regent. 
 
What are your goals? 
 

I enjoy the challenge of seeing if I can do something, for example flying a circle and flying 
through the glider’s own wake. 
 
Do you remember any significant moments? 
 

I really like late afternoon flights when you don’t have to fight to stay up. I enjoy the shadows 
and the colours of the landscape. 
 
What do you enjoy besides flying? 
 

I like taking things apart and making them work, like the mowing machine we use on the 
trailer park. I like mowing too, it must be hereditary, my dad liked it. 
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Do you have any advice for our readers? 
 

Follow your dreams, you only live once so don’t hesitate. There is nothing to be gained by 
sitting in an old codgers’ home bemoaning the things you didn’t do, you want to be reliving 
the things you did! 
 

 

More funding for 8.33 radios 

The CAA has negotiated an extension to the EU Funding scheme offering a 20% rebate on 
the cost of a new 8.33kHz radio, both fixed installations and hand helds. The period for 
applications will close on 30th September 2018. The funding supports the impending change 
of law on 1st January 2019 when, if your flight mandates carriage of a radio, then it must be 
8.33 kHz capable. All the details you need are here: 
 
http://www.caa.co.uk/General-aviation/Aircraft-ownership-and-maintenance/8-33-kHz-radios/ 
 

Checking for frequency changes 

In addition to issuing an AIP Supplement showing recently changed 8.33kHz radio stations, 
the CAA publishes a full list of UK radio stations showing which have upgraded and which 
have not. This may also come in handy when checking the existing (non 8.33kHz) 
frequency for a site. The file is on the Booker Gliding Club website, along with an Excel 
version, and will be kept updated - here is a link: 
  
http://www.bookergliding.co.uk/members/Documents/833_Master_Tracker_CSV.pdf 
 
 

 

Q: How many people do you need for your flight? 

A: More than you think. Add up how many you need to open up the hangar, 

check the buggies, tow out the gliders and DI them, get a tug out and DI it, and set up the 
launch point. And that’s all before any one hooks on a rope and runs a wing. While you are 
away there are people keeping the log (a vital safety function), welcoming visitors and 
retrieving landed gliders – not forgetting all the 

members who give up 
their time to instruct and 
fly the tugs. And then 
there are all those 
‘invisible’ tasks like 
keeping the bus clean 
and tidy – and mobile, 
washing dusters, fixing ropes, mowing the trailer park, plus ensuring 
the clubhouse is a welcoming place by painting it, emptying bins, 
cutting the grass, watering the flowers. And of course if you land out 
you will need someone to come and fetch you! 
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Gliding clubs are very special places which only work if members join in and help out – 
and it’s much more enjoyable if you get more involved. The BGA has produced a video 
which makes this point very nicely – it deals with winch launching but applies equally to 
an all aerotow club. You can see it here: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9wF3-iwIQoA&t=3s 

 

 

New to cross country flying? 

If you have just started XC flying you may be wondering exactly what happens after you 
have put your motor glider field landing practice to good use and landed in a field. Here are 
a few tips which will help with your retrieve crew: 

 Take a look at your GPS and make a note of your lat and long – make sure you know 
the difference between minutes and seconds and decimal minutes as it can make 
quite a difference when trying to pinpoint where you are. 

 Phone the office to let them know that you are safe, and the glider undamaged, and 
give the lat/long and approximate location. 

 Prepare the glider for derig by taking off the tape, removing the batteries and the total 
energy tube, disconnecting the controls.  

 Put on the canopy cover and ensure that the 
glider is not going to blow away or roll downhill. 

 Take your valuables with you and find the 
access to the field, bearing in mind that your 
crew will need to get in with a car and trailer. 

 Try to find the farmer – this can be difficult but 
you should do your best to get permission to 
bring a trailer onto the field. Make sure that the 
first thing you say is ‘Sorry for having to land in your field’ – it will help other pilots if 
you are courteous, you are after all an inconvenience to the landowner. 

 Once you have established where you are and how to get there by road, phone the 
club again and give directions, including any particular difficulties, eg need lots of 
people to carry it over a ditch. Also, say where you will be waiting. 

 Relax………read your book………have a picnic………..find yourself a comfortable 
spot on the road verge. If you’re very lucky the landowner will offer refreshments, or 
there might be a handy pub. 
 

What to take with you 

 Fully charged phone 
 Some cash and a credit card 
 Warmer clothing – it can get chilly waiting 
 Extra food and drink in case you can’t find the pub 
 Something to while away the time that isn’t going to flatten your phone battery 
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And finally……….. 

Remember that your crew have given up their afternoon/evening to come and fetch you so 
offering petrol money and a drink/dinner would be welcome. But the best way to repay 
favours is to get a towbar on your car and be prepared to go on an adventure – most people 
have stories that start ‘remember that time I came to fetch you from…….’. If you haven’t 
towed a trailer before then try it out around the airfield or on the local roads.  
 

 

Dates for your diary 

21st - 29th July:  Booker Regionals 

8th September: Easter Egg Cup aerobatics comp 

22nd – 23rd Sept Vintage weekend 

13th - 28th October:  Aboyne expedition 

 

Club Communications 
We use Yahoo email groups, which we encourage all members to subscribe to, in order to provide a quick way 
to communicate with the membership. Details are below. 
 

Booker XC WhatsApp group – Targeted towards those pilots who fly cross-country. Provides the opportunity 
to share task ideas, co-ordinate rigging etc. Ask an instructor to add you.  
 
Booker GC Forum – Open to all members to participate. The Forum provides the opportunity to share ideas 

about the Club. Send an email to: bookergc-forum-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
and include your name and membership number when applying. 
 

Booker GC Expeditions – Open to all members to participate. Send an email to: 

bookergc-expeditions-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
and include your name and membership number when applying. 
 

Booker GC X-C – Targeted towards those pilots who fly cross-country or who aspire to develop their cross-

country skills. Send an email to: bookergc_xc-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
and include your name and membership number when applying. 
 

Booker GC Instructors – This is for Booker instructors only to email each other easily. Mainly used for 

swapping duty days. Send an email to: bookergc_instructors-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and 
include your name and membership number when applying. 
 

The Booker GC website at www.bookergliding.co.uk has a Members Page. This contains the latest Club 
news snippets and links to previous newsletters, meeting minutes and several useful and informative Club 
documents. The Members page is accessible to everybody (not just members) but certain documents, such as 
committee minutes need a user i/d and password. To obtain these, go to the members’ page and click on the 
‘email Administrator’ link. Don’t forget to include your name and membership number. 
 

For the latest news about what’s happening check out  
http://bookergc.blogspot.com/ and https://www.facebook.com/bookerglidingclub 

 
 
*** All views expressed within the newsletter are those of the contributors and do not necessarily represent the 

views of the Club or committee *** 
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Contributions to the newsletter are welcome. If you would like to submit an article for a future edition please 
send it to Jane Moore at jxmoore@gmail.com 
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