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From the Chairman 

Many mixed emotions at the club this month as we remembered 
Geoff Tabbner our former chairman. Geoff was an immensely 
skilled glider pilot and a master of many adventure sports, chief 
among them being mountain soaring. There was a huge turnout 
from the club for both the memorial service at All Saints Church in 
High Wycombe and at the celebration of his life held that evening 
at Pete Wells' airstrip at Bailey's Farm. Some of the leading lights 
in the gliding movement were there and we heard many moving 
tributes to Geoff's adventurous energy and exceptional 
achievements. Our thanks go to Anne, Pete, Jon Gatfield, Ben 

Flewett 
and all those who organised a 
spectacular celebration. As dusk 
fell, Pete and his aerobatic 
partner flew Twisters in a practice 
of their stunning aerobatic display 
complete with LEDs, smoke and 
fireworks. A truly memorable send 
off for a remarkable pilot. 
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Lots of useful info in this edition about courses 
and briefings – how to get an EASA pilot’s 
licence, how to use your new Oudie, how to 
get into the trailer park. There are some dates 
for 2018 adventures to plan for, plus news of 
an interesting talk about Sopwiths. 
 
Happy reading. 
Jane 

  

Beginning 
XC 

Course 
23-27 April   

 

Aboyne 7-21 October – last spaces available 
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On 2nd September the marketing team took the Booker Simulator to the Members' Day at 
White Waltham where it proved popular all day and earned a helpful contribution to the good 
causes the Members' Day supports. The presence of Booker GC at local events such as this 
one, the Henley Show and the Booker Fete all help to keep the club in the local public eye 
which is important at a time when a favourable attitude towards what we do is crucial. 
Thanks go to Jane, Chris Collett, Chris Arnold, David Humphreys and Bob Smith. When they 
got back to the airfield after the show they were amused by the arrival at Booker of a Virgin 
balloon packed with passengers. Unfortunately the pilot missed the airfield and ran into the 
trees on the north west corner of the field. Fortunately it was nothing that a lot of shouting, 
firing the burner and clinging to the basket as it was walked back onto the airfield couldn't 
sort out. 
 
Following the underbody damage and the theft of batteries 
from the launchpoint bus, a considerable amount of sorting out 
was also needed to get it back into action. Many thanks to all 
who helped with that project especially Mike Sinclair, Graham 
Saw, Robin, Vic and Bob Davey, also to Barry and his 
bulldozer for filling in some massive potholes.  
 
A less welcome happening this month is the revelation that 
Brize Norton and Oxford Kidlington have got together to 
submit an application for a combined extension of airspace. 
The effect of it would be to narrow the corridors between the existing Brize Zone and the 
Salisbury Plain Danger Areas and also between Croughton and the Birmingham Zone and in 
so doing restrict our access to the South West and to the Cotswolds. The BGA are opposing 
this airspace grab and we are going to produce a detailed plan of what is proposed to 
support our objections. When the consultation time comes it will be very important for all our 
members to register their opposition. Watch this space. 
 
Richard, Steve W and Jim W have been pondering how to help our early solo pilots take the 
first steps into cross country flying and have come up with an exciting new course for next 
year. It's called The Beginning XC Course and will run for 5 days from 23rd to 27th April. It 
will include acquiring all the kit and learning how to use it, ground school and XC training in 
the air. So if you have completed your basic training and are wondering how to progress 
from there – this is the course for you! 
 
The last couple of weeks have brought an endless procession of showers in from the west 
but in between them we have done a surprising amount of flying including and Air League 
day when we flew 38 youngsters in one morning. So well done to the engineering and 
maintenance team: John Sawney, Robin Willgoss, Paul Sawney, Graham Saw and Mike 
Sinclair who delivered the serviceable kit that made that possible. And also to Richard and 
all the instructors who flew the visitors. Of course the season is winding down but don't 
forget we can still get some excellent gliding days in September - and then the next event 
will be Aboyne. 
 
See you up there! 
William  
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From the CFI 

What a month August was! With a total of 602 launches it was our 
2nd busiest August in 10 years. In fact as I write, launches for the 
year are now at a total of 4,040 which is quite an achievement. 

August saw a significant level of activity with some good cross 
country days, plus a two week visit from 5 Air League Students, 
sponsored by British Airways. Don, Steve, Henry and I conducted 
just shy of 200 launches with the students, all of whom were 
extremely close to solo come the end of the course. Sadly we had 
no first solos this time round but only due to some poor weather on 
the final few days.  

The Air League have kept us busy this season with Booker Gliding Club giving 182 
young people their first ever flights, something we should all be extremely proud of. 
Indeed, a number of the students we have flown have gone on to conduct work 
experience with BA in the hope that some will continue with them into full time 
employment. At least one airline is planning for its future!  

It seems strange that the season is already coming to a close, it only seems 5 minutes 
ago it started. However, we do have one final expedition to look forward to which of 
course is Aboyne.  

Many of you are Aboyne regulars but for those who haven’t yet been it really is the most 
amazing place and truly the best way to end what’s been a fantastic season.  

This year’s expedition runs from 7th to 22nd October 
and is split into two weeks. You are of course more 
than welcome to come for two weeks although I 
fully appreciate that work and family commitments 
often do not allow this. Therefore the expedition is 
designed so that you can come for any period of 
time you wish.  

For those who are still unsure what Aboyne is all 
about please have a look at the notices displayed 
in the clubhouse, check on the club website or 

come and have a chat with either myself or Jane Moore. What I will say though is if 
you’ve never been before or haven’t yet been lucky enough to have experienced wave, 
this expedition is definitely for you. Everything about Aboyne is simply breathtaking and 
we at Booker are extremely privileged to fly there.  

This year we shall be taking two club gliders with us, the Duo Discus and our ASW19. 
All the gliders are fully equipped with oxygen for those high wave climbs and therefore 
there’s nothing to bring other than some warm clothes!  
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We've also booked our favourite accommodation at 
Birkellun for two weeks. There are two rooms left so be 
quick to book. 

Regardless of whether you’re just starting on a course 
or you’re a seasoned pro this expedition is open to 
everyone. I sincerely hope to see you there for what 
promises to be some magical flying. 

Richard 

 

Aboyne gallery 

 

 

 

 

Deeside Gliding Club’s airfield 

Birkellun 
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The Two Lochs (Davan and Kinord) – local landmarks

Somewhere over Scotland 
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Members’ achievements 

Congratulations to: 
 
Tim Scott – Silver medal in 15m class of 19th FAI European Gliding Championships, 
plus selection for the British team to fly in the World Championships in Poland in 2018 
Maddi Roberts – 1st solo 
Lincoln Hirst – 1st solo 
Alex Mann – 1st solo in a glider 
Russell Woakes - 1st solo in a glider 
Luke Bishop – conversion to Pegasus 
 
 

Getting an EASA pilot’s licence – made easy 

From April 2018 all glider pilots who have a Bronze Badge and 
Cross Country Endorsement will be required to hold an EASA 
licence in order to fly any EASA aircraft - anything with a 'G' 
registration. 

For those who have not yet converted, I am going to run an 
EASA Licence and Medical Workshop on Saturday 28th 
October, starting at 1000. The aim of the workshop is to guide 
you through the licence application process step by step and 
then to advise you on how it all works and the changes which 
might affect you.  

If you would like to come along, it would be useful if you could 
print off the application form and bring it with you. Link below: 

https://members.gliding.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/sites/3/2015/04/1430311942_GuidanceandConversionAppFormcombin
ed.pdf 

You'll also need to bring your log book – updated - plus a colour copy of your driving 
licence or passport. If you don't have a copy, don't worry, we can do it in the office. 

If you have an EASA medical, bring it with you. If you haven't got one I will advise you 
on what you need to get. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me but I hope to be able to tell 
you everything you need to know and answer your questions on the day. 
 
Richard 
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How to use an Oudie 

Confused by your Oudie? Then this is for you. Steve Williams is offering to 
run a session on See You Mobile (Oudie) one Saturday in early November. 
This will cover the basics such as setting up tasks, nav boxes, downloading 
igc files, updating airspace and turnpoints. 
 
Please let Steve know if you are interested. 
scw_gliding@btinternet.com. 
 

 

Dates for your 2018 diary 

10th - 25th March:  Spring expedition (location TBC) 
9th - 15th April:  Instructor Training Week 
23rd – 27th April:  Beginning XC course 
9th - 24th June:  Summer expedition (location TBC) 
21st - 29th July:  Booker Regionals 
13th - 28th October:  Aboyne expedition 
 

Booker at White Waltham Members’ Day 

On Saturday 2nd September we took the sim over to White Waltham to take part in the 
Aero Club’s fundraising Members’ Day. We had plenty of visitors, although occasionally 

they were distracted by the air displays. We 
donated our takings to the charity fund and 
we hope we inspired some of those we 
chatted to with thoughts of real gliding. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Access to the trailer park 

There is now a gate across the track to the trailer park by HeliAir, secured by a padlock. 
Ask at the office for the code. 
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Sopwith biplanes 

The Richmond Scientific Society is hosting a talk on Sopwith Biplanes by David Hassard of 
the Hawker Assocition. It is at 8pm on Wednesday 25th October at Vestry House, 21 
Paradise Road, Richmond TW9 1SA. There is a charge of £2. 
 
http://www.hampsteadscience.ac.uk/rss_prog.htm 
 
 

Club Communications 
We use Yahoo email groups, which we encourage all members to subscribe to, in order to provide a quick way 
to communicate with the membership. Details are below. 
 

Booker XC WhatsApp group – Targeted towards those pilots who fly cross-country. Provides the opportunity 
to share task ideas, co-ordinate rigging etc. Ask an instructor to add you.  
 
Booker GC Forum – Open to all members to participate. The Forum provides the opportunity to share ideas 

about the Club. Send an email to: bookergc-forum-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
and include your name and membership number when applying. 
 

Booker GC Expeditions – Open to all members to participate. Send an email to: 

bookergc-expeditions-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
and include your name and membership number when applying. 
 

Booker GC X-C – Targeted towards those pilots who fly cross-country or who aspire to develop their cross-

country skills. Send an email to: bookergc_xc-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
and include your name and membership number when applying. 
 

Booker GC Instructors – This is for Booker instructors only to email each other easily. Mainly used for 

swapping duty days. Send an email to: bookergc_instructors-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and 
include your name and membership number when applying. 
 

The Booker GC website at www.bookergliding.co.uk has a Members Page. This contains the latest Club 
news snippets and links to previous newsletters, meeting minutes and several useful and informative Club 
documents. The Members page is accessible to everybody (not just members) but certain documents, such as 
committee minutes need a user i/d and password. To obtain these, go to the members’ page and click on the 
‘email Administrator’ link. Don’t forget to include your name and membership number. 
 

For the latest news about what’s happening check out  
http://bookergc.blogspot.com/ and https://www.facebook.com/bookerglidingclub 

 
 
*** All views expressed within the newsletter are those of the contributors and do not necessarily represent the 

views of the Club or committee *** 
 

Contributions to the newsletter are welcome. If you would like to submit an article for a future edition please 
send it to Jane Moore at jxmoore@gmail.com 
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