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In this edition we have news of our fantastic
expedition to Lleweni Parc, some hints and tips
on field landings, a useful new aspect of Flarm,
and updates from the CAA, BGA, EGU, plus
pics of happy smiling youngsters on two recent
Air League days.
All this and more….
Happy reading.
Jane

From the Chairman
This has been a good month from many points of view. We have
had a very successful expedition to Lleweni Parc, home to
Denbigh Gliding in North Wales. This was our first visit to Denbigh
with its spectacular 30km ridge at heights between 600 and 1000
feet. Back at Booker we ran two Air League days, one with school
students from London and one for BA work experience
youngsters. Altogether we flew about 50 people and thanks go to
Doug Hilton, Graham Saw, the workshop team, instructors, cadets
and office staff who made these events possible.
This month we also welcomed Don Puttock as our summer course
instructor. When not actively engaged in course instruction Don is available to help members
with coaching and check flights.
The weather has been kind to us this month and we know how important that is to kick start
the season. So let's take advantage of the current fine spells to blow away the cobwebs, get
that pre-season fettling done and to be ready for the cross country weather to come.
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That reminds me that we are now only 14 weeks away from our Red Kite Regionals
Competition to be held from 15 – 23 July. The members of the Organising Group are
working away in the background to make this event even more successful than 2016
and the entry list is now open. If you are thinking of competing in this week of fun
HDT tasks please enter now. You can do so by clicking on the 2017 Regionals
button on the Booker website.
As we go to press the Booker Instructors’ Week is beginning. This is a week of Instructor
training and refreshers. This is an important innovation introduced by Richard to make sure
that all of our instructors are fully up to speed with current instructing techniques, the club
fleet and operating procedures. It's a chance for all instructors to share experiences and
hone their skills. If you have a rating please make sure you attend.
The opening stage of our lease negotiation with Wycombe Council is progressing slowly with
discussions of the 'who sits where around the table' variety and legal matters. Crucial
decisions will undoubtedly have to be made in the coming months about the costs of
attaining our goal of a long term lease, and future, for the club. The Lease Sub Committee
chaired by John Otty with lead negotiator Glyn Read are doing great work patiently pursuing
the many complex strands to this lease issue. On behalf of the club I would like to thank
them for their efforts.
Finally, I would like to welcome Ed Garner to the BGC Committee. Ed is a BA pilot and
brings useful expertise to the club's deliberations.
See you up there!
William

From the CFI
Considering the time of year we have been exceptionally lucky to
have been blessed with excellent weather over the past month.
The main feature was of course our second expedition of the
year, this time to Lleweni Parc in North Wales. Thankfully, and
unlike some recent Spring expeditions, we had a fantastic trip. We
flew on 15 out of 16 days, conducted 100 aerotows and flew 50
hours in the club gliders alone. Soaring was to be had on most
days, either taking advantage of the 30km long Denbigh ridge,
wave formed thanks to the nearby Snowdonia mountains or as we
experienced on several days, excellent thermals.
Our hosts, Rod and Sue Witter, plus airfield manager Chris Gill
made us feel especially welcome and Sue's Friday night chill con
carne parties came as an excellent welcome, particularly at the end of a busy flying day.
Closer to home, we are currently part way through our first ever Instructor Training
Week. The week is being devoted to our exceptional selection of instructors and is being
used to train, re-validate, and teach new skills. We are also particularly lucky to have 4
of our instructors working to become Full Category instructors and 6 members training
to become Basic Instructors.
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The week will finish with our annual Easter Egg Aerobatics Competition (Friday 14th and
Saturday 15th April). The competition is designed for pilots of all abilities, regardless of
aerobatic experience. Entrants can choose from one of two sequences to fly and will be
scored based on how well the figures are flown. Entry is £5 and there are prizes for all
who enter. For those who aren't yet solo or require a bit of extra assistance, safety pilots
are available!
I finish this month with the good news that the launch figures are now looking
significantly healthier that years past and that I sincerely hope that come October’s
newsletter I'll have some particularly positive news for you all!
Let's keep our fingers crossed for continued good weather and an excellent 2017
season.
Richard

Members’ achievements
Congratulations to:
Jools Laing – 1st solo
Nik von Marveldt – Bronze completed
Phil Binnee – conversion to LS8

Field Landings: decision time
Back in February I gave a talk on field landings. In it I emphasised the need for making a
timely and definite decision to land, giving plenty of time to choose the best available field
and to set up a safe approach and landing.
Just recently the BGA sent around their annual analysis and comment on accidents. One of
the things they highlighted was the role of stress in the sequence of events that led up to
field landing prangs. The people at my lecture will no doubt have felt it was quite long
enough! However, I did leave out an important bit relating to exactly this point, so I thought
I'd fill in the gap with this newsletter article.
We all know how quickly the work load goes up in flying when we are confronted with an
unexpected situation or a particular challenge. A big chunk of our brain cells switches to the
new problem and the grey matter that handles control co-ordination and the rest of it tends to
under-perform. Nowhere is this a more important consideration than where we reach that
point where a prudent decision to land out needs to be made.
It goes like this: for one reason or another conditions are deteriorating, climbs are becoming
sporadic and weak. We are getting low and a land out becomes a serious possibility. If we
are half way sensible, at this point we are not over the middle of a forest, a town, or a rockstrewn mountain valley. We will have gravitated (literally) towards the most landing-friendly
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terrain we can reach. We have thought about the wind direction and identified a couple of
fields that we could get into.
As we come down to circuit height we might still think there's a chance of getting away. We
find a half knot thermal and we begin to scratch away hoping it will develop into a decent
climb. In weakening conditions it is quite possible to climb to say 1500 feet and then in a
momentary lapse in the lift, or pilot concentration, to find ourselves back at circuit height.
Throughout that part of the flight the mental work load is high. This is because the brain is
coping with two high work load activities – trying to soar and climb at a relatively low level –
and working out an
approach and landing into
the selected field below.
This dual task can be very
stressful.
For safety, the most
important thing is to make a
decision to land while there
is sufficient time and height
to plan and fly a proper
circuit and set up a wellcontrolled approach and
landing. As the BGA points
out, it is the failure to do
this that leads to poor field selection, untidy arrivals, broken gliders and worse.
The good news is that once you have made that decision to land (I recommend saying to
oneself out loud 'I am going to land') instantly the work load is effectively halved and you
free-up a load of brain-power that was working on the soaring and climbing to now
concentrate 100% on the field landing. Eliminating the stress of trying to think through two
things at the same time is a huge relief.
Making an accurate judgement of the moment to abandon the attempt to continue to soar is
the essence of experience in field landings. You can gain that experience if in your early
cross country flying, when you can no longer stay up – you make that decision to land in
plenty of time and at a sensible height.
Enjoy our XC flying this season – low stress field landings included!
William

How to use Flarm to keep your logbook up to date
One of the benefits of operating Flarm equipped gliders/tugs is that there are
servers 'out there' collecting information about flights. One of these can be found
at ktrax.kisstech.ch. Amongst other things it creates a logbook for each site with
an OGN Flarm receiver which is very handy for checking times for the flying log
when you forgot to write it down, or for your own flying logbook.

Page 4

April 2017
http://ktrax.kisstech.ch/logbook/?id=EGTB&tz=1&units=imperial&shorthand=true
&showtype=true&fstatus=all
To make life a little simpler, I have generated a tinyurl for it:
www.tinyurl.com/bookerlog
If you use that link, it should take you directly to the logbook page for Booker for
today (time BST, height in feet). If you want a different day, click on 'previous'
until you reach it, or select it from the calendar which will appear if you click
inside the date box.

Be aware that the reported release height will be approximate, the accuracy
depending on whether the tug levelled off (or dived) immediately the glider
released. If the tug kept climbing the release height will be spurious.
If you click on a tug registration, the display will show only flights by that tug. To
return to the previous list, click on EGTB in the table.
similarly clicking on any registration will show only flights for that aircraft.
If you want to do something clever with the data, start with the whole logbook for
a day and click on "CSV" in the line at the top of the page. This will generate and
download a .csv file to your computer which you can open with Excel (or your
spreadsheet of choice) and manipulate as you see fit.
Obviously if the glider doesn't have a Flarm turned on it won't show as being
launched/landed and there will be a Tug flight with no entry in the REMARK column.
Similarly, if the Tug hasn't got the Flarm turned on a glider will appear to magically levitate
on its own! You should also be aware that if an aircraft flies into an area with no OGN
receiver then it will look as though it has landed out.
Enjoy!
Pete Wyld
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BGA Waypoint List
The 2017 Waypoint List (Start Points, Turn Points, Control Points and Finish Points) has
been published and can be downloaded via https://members.gliding.co.uk/library/airspacefiles/bga-waypoint-list

Air Traffic Services
CAA document CAP 1434 - UK Flight Information Services: Guidance from the CAA,
published last year, provides guidance to pilots on the types of air traffic services available to
flights operating within Class G airspace. It is available from the link below:
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP1434UKFlightInformationServicesIF.pdf

Spring in Wales
This year’s spring expedition broke new ground when the club visited Lleweni Parc, home of
Denbigh Gliding. We took along the Duo, a K21 and the ASW19, and there was room for
about half a dozen private owners. The site is winch only so we also needed a tug and some
fuel. The weather over the first weekend included a strong westerly wind but Pete Wyld
managed to battle through in GH to take up the role of expedition tug pilot. Booker’s finest
had also created a fuel bowser for the necessary refuelling as the site has no fuel pump
The site has a single tarmac runway 850m in
length, with a taxiway exit at the midpoint.
Landings had to be conducted with some
accuracy (get to the end of the runway) as the
surrounding grass was very soggy and it was
not possible to clear the runway if you got it a bit
wrong. However, most people took this in their
stride, including Nik von Merveldt who finally
completed his Bronze by demonstrating his spot
landing skills, and as his flight had given him his
first taste of ridge and wave flying he was – er –
ecstatic.
A bit of the ridge
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The ridge itself is more a series of hills rather than a continuous line, but in a westerly it gave
consistent lift all the way along. The Denbigh Ridge South TP is not far from the North Wales
GC if a bolt hole is necessary.
To the north the coast is about 15km away so as
soon as you are airborne you get views of the
windfarms out to sea, and Liverpool to the east.
As well as ridge lift, the site is well placed for
wave. In a westerly it benefits from wave from
Snowdon, and various flights were made
westwards to Llandudno and the Menai Strait.
Some also achieved (cold) heights of over
11,000ft. In an easterly the ridge itself often
produces wave.

Prestatyn Pontins

The Menai Strait

Snowdon snowed on

Apart from some brilliant gliding, the area has much else to offer – plenty of good walking
plus the seaside and activities such as karting and zip wires.
Many thanks to Denbigh Gliding, in particular Chris Gill, for making our spring expedition a
success, and to Richard and Pete for all their hard work in running the show.

EASA…………….
The European Gliding Union’s latest newsletter provides a very useful overview of the
regulatory progress being made in Europe, particularly in respect of the hoped-for lighter
regulation for gliding, Part-Gliding. The newsletter is available on the EGU website at
http://www.egu-info.org/dwnl/EGU%20newsletter%201-2017.pdf
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The Air League comes
to Booker
In March we welcomed two groups of
young people having a taste of
aviation thanks to British Airways Air
League. The first group were all from
a school in East London, the second
were involved in a BA programme
aimed at recruiting pilots. In total we
flew 54 students, and many of them
also had a go on our sim. They all
seemed to have a good time and
several of them approached the
instructor in charge to express their
thanks.
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Club Communications
We use Yahoo email groups, which we encourage all members to subscribe to, in order to provide a quick way
to communicate with the membership. Details are below.
Booker GC Forum – Open to all members to participate. The Forum provides the opportunity to share ideas
about the Club. Send an email to: bookergc-forum-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
and include your name and membership number when applying.
Booker GC Expeditions – Open to all members to participate. Send an email to:

bookergc-expeditions-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
and include your name and membership number when applying.
Booker GC X-C – Targeted towards those pilots who fly cross-country or who aspire to develop their crosscountry skills. Send an email to: bookergc_xc-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
and include your name and membership number when applying.
Booker GC Instructors – This is for Booker instructors only to email each other easily. Mainly used for
swapping duty days. Send an email to: bookergc_instructors-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and
include your name and membership number when applying.
The Booker GC website at www.bookergliding.co.uk has a Members Page. This contains the latest Club
news snippets and links to previous newsletters, meeting minutes and several useful and informative Club
documents. The Members page is accessible to everybody (not just members) but certain documents, such as
committee minutes need a user i/d and password. To obtain these, go to the members’ page and click on the
‘email Administrator’ link. Don’t forget to include your name and membership number.

For the latest news about what’s happening check out
http://bookergc.blogspot.com/ and https://www.facebook.com/bookerglidingclub
*** All views expressed within the newsletter are those of the contributors and do not necessarily represent the
views of the Club or committee ***
Contributions to the newsletter are welcome. If you would like to submit an article for a future edition please
send it to Jane Moore at jxmoore@gmail.com
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