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Spring expedition to Lleweni Parc
The Club’s return visit to Denbigh Gliding was blessed with excellent weather for both ridge
and wave flying. The discipline of landing on (and staying on) the runway was also a good
refresher for the start of the season. Here are some pics.

The first check flight lining up
behind the Eurofox

The approach to 27 – 830m of
tarmac - taken from a drone

Denbigh – the airfield is off the
picture to the right
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Rhyl’s beach looking good in
the sunshine

Snowdon – on the way to
Caernarfon on a no-fly day

Rolf was grateful to the team
who came to fetch him when he
became temporarily uncertain of
his position.
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Welcome to our new seasonal tug pilot
The new resident of the luxurious and spacious caravan provided for
our seasonal tug pilot is Kamil Dutkiewicz, who joins us from Poland in
search of adventure, and to practise his English. Kamil comes from
Gdansk, the same city as Jacek who was our Pilot of the Month in the
February edition - in fact Jacek’s parents live two streets away from
Kamil, they went to the same high school and the same flying club,
though some years apart. Kamil started gliding in 2011
at the Aeroclub Nadwiślański in Grudziadz, took a
break for university and then did a PPL and the theory
part of an ATPL. He has now added a tug rating and is
keen to build hours. For a career he’d like to start as a
bush pilot but would need to discuss the location with his fiancée Natalia.
Please make Kamil welcome – be nice to him and he’ll tow you to the best climbs, he’s a
glider pilot so he knows what you’re looking for!

Members’ achievements
Maddi Roberts – Winner of the Easter Egg Cup Aeros Comp
Paul Field – Standard Aerobatics Badge
See the comp report below

The 16th International Easter Egg Cup Aerobatics
Competition – 6th April 2019
Under grey skies and low cloud, with a brief bright spell in the middle of the day, various
pilots could be seen executing mysterious manoeuvres over the airfield. The competitors
were given the choice of three sequences - Standard, Tricky and
Joker.
The day started with a briefing, and then Graham Saw, the
organiser, explained to Paul Field how to fly the figures in the
standard sequence. Paul had never flown aeros before, except as
part of his fighter pilot training, but he said that didn't count, so he
had a quick practice flight and then flew the sequence solo, thereby
gaining his Standard Aerobatics Badge.
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Competitors took the comp very seriously – or
so it seems from this discussion between
George and Graham.

After a long - and cold - day the competitors reconvened in the briefing room for judge
Graham’s results - and prizes presented by safety pilot Will Jones. Graham noted that
everyone did well considering the conditions, no-one landed out and no-one crashed. The
results and scores in full were:

1st - Maddi Roberts - 78% - Standard

2nd - Paul Field - 70% - Standard

4th - George Darby (last year's winner) - 61.1% - Joker
5th - Geoff Silvey - 55% - Standard
6th - David Humpreys - 48.9% - Joker
7th - Norbert Eschle - 47% - Tricky

3rd - Richard Crockett - 62.2% - Joker
Congratulations to all the competitors for giving it a go and many thanks to Graham for
organising the comp and to our guest Will for acting as safety pilot.
The observant reader will have noted that it isn’t Easter – it never is! Last year’s comp was in
September.
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Chairman’s view
Some of the things I might have mentioned this month are
included in the text of my speech at this year's AGM, which you
can see later on in this edition.
At the AGM I was looking back over the 2018 season and with
April now upon us this is a good opportunity to look forward to the
coming season.

Evening groups

With the arrival of spring –
according to the calendar anyway
– the evening groups have
resumed, run by the following
instructors:
Tuesdays – Graham Saw
(from 30th April)
Wednesdays – Chris Rowland
Fridays – Symeon Economou
Flying in the evening has many
benefits – no other traffic as the
airfield is closed, large areas of
lift instead of those tight bumpy
daytime thermals, beautiful views
with the setting sun, getting to
know a group of members and
instructors. It’s also a great time
to bring family, friends or
colleagues for an evening out – a
flight, then a picnic or a trip to a
local hostelry, what could be
better? Special rates available,
just ask at the office.

Of immediate concern to
members is the ongoing
tussle with the Airfield
Manager over closing the airfield during ATC rest
periods and preventing gliding outside normal tower
working hours. This is a complicated dispute pitting
our long-established rights to fly against what seems
to us as the arbitrary use of the Airfield Manager's
authority on unreasonable grounds. As tenants we
are doing all we can to assert our rights and we are
actively looking to Wycombe District Council for
assistance. At this time of writing we intend to resume
normal evening group flying with immediate effect.
With regard to the club's lease negotiations - WDC is
wanting to move more quickly than we anticipated.
They want to get on with the commercial
development of the south side and that means
pressing ahead with the North Side relocation. To that
end, we expect to see the proposed plan for
Northside drawn up by the council's consultants in the
near future. It will recommend the runway type and
dimensions, the Northside boundaries,
hangar/clubhouse location and access.
An important development in the negotiations is a
move to create a 30-year lease based on the
Northside now, rather than to extend our existing
lease with provision for a move to the northside. It's a
somewhat legalistic point, but it's welcome progress
in securing the long-term future of the club.

At the AGM John Otty shared some graphic images of how the Northside runway layout
would work. Anyone interested should ask John and I am sure he will arrange to share the
plan more widely.
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Instructor Training Week comes up later this month on the 22nd. Bringing all the instructor
training for the year into one week inevitably puts a bit of pressure on the club fleet for
members who want to fly club gliders, but some club two-seater flying may be possible
especially later in the day and there will be club single seaters available. A major advantage
of doing most of our instructor training in one week early in the season is that it dramatically
improves the availability of 2-seaters for club member training and checks later on in the
season.
We have some great club activities to look forward to. On 8th June our expedition to
Klippeneck begins. On July 13th our Booker Red Kite Regionals starts. And we are in the
process of organising an Interclub League Competition with Lasham. There will be two
competition weekends - one at Booker and one at LAS. If you are interested in giving it a go
please get in touch with Bob Smith, Bob Sinden or Jim White. If you haven't flown in a comp
before it's a great way to make a start.
Thanks to Richard's efforts, the club is now qualified to do just about any type of instructor
training. Several other clubs have expressed interest in coming to Booker for training and we
expect this to be a useful source of income in the years ahead.
As always, this is the time of year to make sure all your kit is in working order, to get your
plans for gliding into your diary and most importantly set yourself your goals for 2019. You'd
be surprised how much progress you can make if you have a clear goal. If in doubt - speak
to Richard!
So it's fingers crossed for great soaring weather (a mild winter is a good sign).
See you up there.
William Parker

Chairman’s speech to the AGM on 9th March
For those of you unable to attend the meeting we are including the Chairman’s speech as it
includes important information about club ops and the future of the club.
Good evening ladies and gentlemen
I'm going to make this as brief as possible. First, a quick look at how we did last year. It
would have been an excellent year had it not been for two main setbacks. The Beast from
the East - nearly two months of foul weather in the critical spring period - and the imposition
of closures during tower rest periods and more recently a ban on out of hours flying. There's
not much we could have done about the weather but we are vigorously opposing these
restrictions. We are perfectly within our rights established in our original lease and by over
50 years of safe flying practice. The airfield manager tried to make a safety case for his
actions but has now admitted that it is a commercial matter. The effect of these setbacks has
been a 5% reduction in the number of launches. But this year we are determined to increase
launches to break the 4,000 launches barrier.
Our tug availability was below par in 2018 and may also marginally have contributed to the
reduction in annual launches. The reasons for the availability problems are:
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Our tug fleet is ageing and demand for maintenance is growing
Our tug fleet of two aircraft is not quite sufficient to service the launches we need
Thankfully we have the support of the LH syndicate but if both our club tugs are u/s we
cannot rely on the availability of that aircraft as though it were our own.

What are doing about it? Three years ago we took the decision to rebuild the Cub MF. That
project for which we have to thank the engineering team of Graham Saw, John and Paul
Sawney, Robin Willgoss and Mike Sinclair is now well on the road to completion. Once it is
flying it will give us the ideal tug with great versatility and it will be a major asset boost for the
club. Between now and then we plan to hire an additional Robin to alleviate the availability
problem.
Despite these challenges it was a good year. Decent summer weather allowed us to make
up some of the lost ground on launches, and gliding being a gloriously competitive sport we
enjoyed some great successes. Tim Scott won the 15 metre nationals, Denis Campbell won
the 2018 Booker Red Kite Regionals and George Darby won the Easter Egg Cup. In
September Booker won high praise for hosting the Interclub League Final directed by Jim
White. A highlight achievement this year was Geoff Lyons' completion of a 750km task.
In the past I have given a long list of individual thanks to all the members who have
contributed to the club's success. But you know, every time we face the need to get
something done, that old familiar feeling creeps in that the burden falls on the same familiar
faces. But when you look into it more closely, important jobs of one sort or another are being
done by nearly half the members of the club. So I'd like to invite a round of applause for all
our unsung heroes and volunteers.
Nevertheless, I would like to highlight areas of activity where the club owes a debt of
particular gratitude. First to the engineering team who work wonders to keep us flying and
safe. Without our tugs we don't have a gliding club so thanks again to the team in the
engineering hangar.
And of course to Richard, George and all the flying staff, the DCFIs and the team of Full
Cats, Ass Cats, BIs and FI(s)s. I think it is a tremendous achievement that we now have an
instructor body of 40 instructors. Well done Richard.
Of course, if we don't have tugs we don't have a club, but we don't have a club unless we
have pilots to fly the tugs. Often the difficult decisions about maintaining availability when
technical faults crop up fall upon the tug pilots. Tugging is a particularly rigorous type of
flying too and our tuggies fly long hours with very little thanks. So thank you to all who fly our
tugs and especially to Jim Roland who has does so much to explore tug options and improve
our towing performance.
And then I would like to thank the office staff Shelagh, the office manager, and Chris.
Without their skilful handling of all our admin we would not have a viable club.
I would also like to mention a couple of other outstanding efforts. The Brize - London Oxford
airspace grab was a serious threat to our ability to fly into the Cotswolds. Ed Garner's
meticulously researched and presented case was a major contribution to the BGA's
successful case for the amendment of the plan.
Jane Moore has continued in the editorship of the newsletter making it more personal, more
informative and less 'top-down' in approach. Thank you, Jane.
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Right now, our safety team of Paul Field, Ed Garner, and CFI Richard, assisted by Dave
Byass are pressing the case for the lifting of the Airfield Manager's restrictions.
Finally, I'd like to offer the club's thanks to the committee who give up their time every month
to wrestle with the many complex issues that appear on the agenda. Perhaps the most
taxing of those issues is the club's lease negotiations. The lease committee members,
chaired by John Otty, are Robert Turner, Richard Martyn and Richard CFI. Their painstaking
negotiations with Wycombe District Council have produced better prospects for the future
than the club has enjoyed for many years.
In closing, I would like to say that I believe in addition to matters of rights and terms we have
a strong moral case for our continued operation at Wycombe Air Park. We are a volunteer
organisation driven by our passion for gliding. We have flown from Wycombe Air Park for
over 50 years. We were here years before any of the other tenants. Our operations are
rigorously professional. And we give aviation minded youngsters and the general public
vastly more opportunities to experience flight than any other organisation on the airfield.
Let's emphasise this whenever we get the chance.
Lastly can I ask you all to show your appreciation for our hosts here this evening at the Army
Reserve Centre and to Shelagh and Chris for all they do for the club and for organising this
event.
William Parker
Chairman
Booker Gliding Club

Be prepared for the season
Following our Clubhouse lecture, we have put together a little preparatory checklist for
comps and for the beginning of year preparations.
The list is likely not exhaustive but is meant to give good practice guidance to get started on
the season with as little trouble as possible.
Some of the items only apply if you own a glider, but pilots of club gliders also need to
prepare for the season (items highlighted in blue)
1. Is your glider ready?
 annual and ARC
 insurance
 comp ID renewal
2. Are you ready?
 licences and checks and medical up-to-date
3. Parachute packed?
4. Batteries in order and charger ok?
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5. Trailer ready?
 check tyres, electrics, tyre changing gear, tow-out gear, water ballast equipment
6. Personal items in your glider bag?
 water pouches clean and ready
 sun hat
 emergency food
 map
 wing tape, pens, notes paper
 ‘peeing’ device
 Booker access card renewed
 …….
Finally, the lecture really focused on
7. Software updated?
Here we recommend that you create a single folder on your computer with all the data. In
this way you are in control of the different software versions and files required.
Consider:






LX9000 and other LX devices, Oudie, etc. version updates
Flarm update (essential once per year)
Latest turning point files (once per year)
Airfield and airspace database up-to-date (regularly, monthly?)
Turnpoint rules programmed in your logger (500m or FAI);
start zone (5km radius UK; FAI badge: 1000m start + finish
radius)
 IGC loggers calibrated? (for FAI min 24 months prior to
flight or within 2 months after a claim)
 optional: info files for planned expeditions
Anyone wanting to claim badge flights needs to know the rules for
starts, turnpoints and finishes – see BGA Laws and Rules.
Furthermore, consider a personalised frequency and telephone
number card, with all the frequencies of nearby airfields,
especially in view of recent changes. Did you re-programme the
stored frequencies in your radio correctly?
8. Optional for competitions you need to consider and plan for
 accommodation
 entry fee and registration
 local rules and airfield familiarity
 local area check, local landing out fields, local airspace
 travel arrangements
That’s it, enjoy the season.
Nils Wedi and Jeremy Gilbey
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Pilot profile
This month we interview a member with definite ideas about where he’s going.

Max Norfolk
What got you interested in aviation?
I've loved flying since I was a kid. I used to watch Concorde at
LHR with my Dad when I was little and at 14 I joined 1083Sq,
Air Training Corps (Air Cadets). I had a few lessons in a Grob
Tutor with the RAF and I felt as though I had been missing this
my whole life. It coincided with Physics at school where I
learned about Bernoulli's principle and the fascination just kept
growing. Then it all disappeared because of schoolwork and
my mother who thinks flying is dangerous.
When did you start gliding?
I was putting all my money in motorsport, I raced a Mazda MX5 for a season and did a few
seasons racing different motorbikes. Then on a whim I decided to have a power flying
lesson. But when my flight was cancelled due to weather, I noticed Booker’s clubhouse. I did
a trial lesson and was hooked from the moment we took off. I went solo after 14 flights.
What's the buzz?
I love any sport that has the ability to kill you, because it requires skill. I have a sky diving A
licence, motorbike and car racing licences, I’ve tried scuba diving, I like anything that gets
the heart pumping or is fast. You need to focus on the task in hand and think clearly and
rationally.
What stage are you at?
I've got my Bronze and XC endorsement, and I’ve been on expeditions to Sutton Bank and
Aboyne – both were amazing for different reasons. I missed Gold height at Aboyne by 300ft.
What are your goals?
I’d like to get an Aeros badge and make more progress in this area because I think it will
make me a better pilot. I did the Basic Instructor course last year but I need to revise it and
get my hours up to complete my rating. I also want to start on XC with a 50k and then
complete my Silver. I’d like a qualification to take friends and family up with me and need to
compete in an aeros contest and race. They’re the goals for 2019. I’m aiming to get a PPL
by the end of 2020.
Do you remember any significant moments?
There have been a few. Both going up to FL150 with Richard at Aboyne, then going up to
FL120 by myself were amazing. But my most significant flight was at Sutton Bank on a club
expedition. I had a great 2-hour flight, up and down the ridge and catching some thermals. It
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was a lovely day, I was pumped and having a great time. I nailed my circuit and my landing if only I'd lowered the gear it would have been perfect! Fortunately, 35 survived with no
damage (my pride aside). Every time I'm back in it now I say to myself out loud, "landing
gear, landing gear, landing gear" about five separate times throughout the flight.
What do you enjoy besides flying?
I love my job at McLaren and little bits of DIY here and there. I still enjoy doing some track
work at race circuits throughout the country, and I've just bought a house with my new wife
so I'm enjoying spending some time doing DIY when the weather’s not flyable.
Do you have any advice for our readers?
Set your own goals, you need to push yourself and not rely on others to push you – although
of course you can ask for help to achieve your goals. But do remember that it’s supposed to
be fun. If you have some spare time and it’s not flyable, there are thousands of things you
can do to help the club – remember it’s not a commercial enterprise. It might be something
you are good at or something you haven’t tried, every little helps.

Arrangements for flying during this year’s airfield events
There are several events being held at Booker this year which will have an impact upon our
gliding operation. Historically with events such as AeroExpo we have relocated to Thame,
however, as that airfield has now closed, it is no longer an option for us. As a result I have
had to make some alternative arrangements which are detailed below:
The Elite London: 17th - 18th May
This event is mostly contained within the hangar complex with car parking in the helicopter
taxi lane. We will therefore conduct a normal operation at Booker, although with some
downwind calls and a bit of additional briefing. There will be a couple of short closure periods
for an air display.
AeroExpo: 13th - 15th June
AeroExpo uses the entire airfield and there is no space for us to operate safely. I have
arranged for us to fly at Bicester between 11th and 17th June. The operation at Bicester will
predominantly be for single seat flying, although there will be some training available,
including winching. Please note that this event falls during the Klippeneck expedition.
Armed Forces Day: 29th June
Like AeroExpo, the Armed Forces Day will take over the entire airfield for the day. As they
require a day to set up and another to clear away, I have again arranged to fly at Bicester
between 28th and 30th June. The flying operation there will be the same as for AeroExpo.
Richard Crockett
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Summer office and flying hours
We are back to operating 7 days a week and the office is open every day from 0830 to 1630.

Dates for your 2019 diary
22nd – 28th April:

Instructor Training week

17th – 18th May:

The Elite, London

8th – 23rd June:

Klippeneck expedition

13th – 15th June:

Aero Expo

29th June:

Armed Forces Day

13th – 21st July:

Booker Regionals

14th – 15th September:

Whispering Wardrobes Vintage weekend

12th – 27th October:

Aboyne expedition

Club Communications
We use Yahoo email groups, which we encourage all members to subscribe to, in order to provide a quick way
to communicate with the membership. We also use WhatsApp. Details are below.
Booker XC WhatsApp group – Targeted towards those pilots who fly cross-country. Provides the opportunity
to share task ideas, co-ordinate rigging etc. Ask an instructor to add you.
Booker GC Forum – Open to all members to participate. The Forum provides the opportunity to share ideas
about the Club. Send an email to: bookergc-forum-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
and include your name and membership number when applying.
Booker GC Expeditions – Open to all members to participate. Send an email to:

bookergc-expeditions-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
and include your name and membership number when applying.
Booker GC X-C – Targeted towards those pilots who fly cross-country or who aspire to develop their crosscountry skills. Send an email to: bookergc_xc-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
and include your name and membership number when applying.
Booker GC Instructors – This is for Booker instructors only to email each other easily. Mainly used for
swapping duty days. Send an email to: bookergc_instructors-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and
include your name and membership number when applying.
The Booker GC website at www.bookergliding.co.uk has a Members Page. This contains the latest Club
news snippets and links to previous newsletters, meeting minutes and several useful and informative Club
documents. The Members page is accessible to everybody (not just members) but certain documents, such as
committee minutes need a user i/d and password. To obtain these, go to the members’ page and click on the
‘email Administrator’ link. Don’t forget to include your name and membership number.

For the latest news about what’s happening check out
http://bookergc.blogspot.com/ and https://www.facebook.com/bookerglidingclub
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*** All views expressed within the newsletter are those of the contributors and do not necessarily represent the
views of the Club or committee ***
Contributions to the newsletter are welcome. If you would like to submit an article for a future edition please
send it to Jane Moore at jxmoore@gmail.com
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