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In this issue…..
… we take a look back at 2020. It’s been an extraordinary year with a number of challenges,
for members and their families, and for the club, here we focus on all the good things that
have been happening – achievements, expeditions, comps, events – which demonstrate
what a great club Booker is. Let’s keep it that way!


Members’ achievements
Congratulations to:
Howard Joseph - Winner of the BGA Open Ladder for Booker
Howard came top of the Open Ladder with 14250 points, and also won
the Distance Ladder with a total of 4933km flown in 22 flights. He also
won the OLC (On-Line Contest) for Booker with a score of 7278.1
points in 39 flights. He did some other stuff too……..read on……

Paul Field and Howard Joseph – Diamond Distance
Paul and Howard made the most of our stay
at Chiltern Park by achieving their first 500k,
here they are toasting their July success.

FIRST SOLOS
Dan McDaid
Having kept a careful eye on the weather, Dan picked a day of calm
between February storms Ciara and Dennis to achieve his first solo.

Andy Duncan
After having an amazing time in Aboyne last year, Andy had a bit
of a break over the winter and spring, but finally went solo one
September Tuesday evening. Since then he has taken up
aerobatics and entered the Easter Egg Cup comp.
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Mike Askew
Having always wanted to fly, Mike was advised that gliding was
‘more challenging, more fun and more safe, and not just an
expensive hamburger’ when compared to helicopters and power, so
he signed up for a Get Your Solo and did just that, on a perfect calm
December day.

Leo Sentinella
14-year-old Leo joined us from Bicester where he was a cadet.
He was nearly at solo before the first lockdown, and once we
were able to fly again he worked hard on the final steps to a
September solo. He’s getting pretty good at aerobatics too.
Leo and his
dad David

FIRST SAILPLANE SOLOS

Jag Nahar
Power instructor Jag has been learning how to do it without an engine.
He also had a go at aeros in the Easter Egg Cup comp and was heard
to say that gliding was better than power flying.
Jag

Jim Pearce
Jim spent some years as a commercial pilot, as well as having
adventures like flying round the coasts of Africa and Australia in a flexwing microlight, so it didn’t take him long to go solo. He’s done a bit
since……..read on…….
RE-SOLO
Brian and Ossian O’Sullivan
Father and son team Brian and Ossian took advantage of a sunny August Tuesday evening
to blow away those lockdown cobwebs and get back to solo flying.
ABOYNE SOLO
It’s an achievement to venture to a different airfield and put your training to the test, so
congratulations for their October solos to:
Andy Duncan, Matt Porter, Rob Hines and Russell Woakes
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CONVERSION TO PEGASUS
Brian and Ossian O’Sullivan, stalwarts of the
Tuesday Evening Group, have been making good
use of the Pegasus since August.

Ossian

Brian

James Giles has yet to complete his Bronze, but he made the effort
to go to Chiltern Park for a few days in July where he flew in the
Duo to get used to the new site. He then had a lesson on how to rig
a Pegasus, and followed up with three long soaring flights.

Darton Bell started flying at Surrey Hills where he went
solo at age 15. He came to Booker having met Graham
Saw at Lasham and been introduced to aerobatics. He
took advantage of the last day of flying in November to
try the Pegasus for size. He has done most of his
Bronze, just the exam to go.
Jim Pearce has flown one or two things before, so it
only took a couple of solos in the K21 in September to
get him into the Pegasus, which he enjoyed no end.

BRONZE HOUR
Ossian O’Sullivan came along one August Tuesday evening and stayed up for an hour in
the Pegasus.

BRONZE 2 HOURS
Jim Pearce had no sooner converted to the Pegasus in September than
he stayed up for over two hours and came down buzzing, having
discovered what gliding is all about.
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STANDARD AEROBATICS BADGE
Stuart Whitehouse took advantage of some rare winter sunshine in
January to complete his badge on one of Graham Saw’s Saturday
aerobatics days.



Spring expedition - Lleweni Parc - Denbigh
The season started with a March visit to Wales. Unfortunately, we had to return after a week
because of the impending lockdown, but we packed in as much flying as we could.

A trip round
Snowdonia

River Conwy,
Llandudno and
the Great Orme
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River Clwyd at
Rhyl

Prestatyn



Lockdown competition - Booker Virtuals
Every Saturday during the first lockdown, Nils Wedi, our resident Met Man, gave a briefing
on the general climate/weather news and the forecast for the day. He then set ‘homework’
for participants to set a task for the day’s conditions, which Nils then judged on the following
criteria – and he awarded prizes!
link to the weather
originality
optimality (legs relative to wind direction,
max points

do-ability (with a Club Class glider)
ambition
airspace/Notams/safety (inc landout
options

After eight weeks we had all learned a great deal about the complexity of task setting; the
weekly winners were:
Week 1 – Henry Ross
Week 2 – Denis Campbell
Week 3 – Jane Moore
Week 4 – Jane Moore

Week 5 – Doug Hilton
Week 6 – Zeljko Livancic
Week 7 – John Otty
Week 8 – John Herman
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Chiltern Park
When flying was allowed to resume in June we found that Wycombe Air Park was not ready
to open, so we were grateful to Dennis Pearson of Chiltern Airsports for the opportunity to
base the club at Chiltern Park for what turned out to be a 3 month stay. It felt like an
expedition, with new terrain and procedures, and it was great fun.

Nice long grass
runway 04/22

Preparing to get in
the air again!

Quite a lot happens at
Chiltern Park – one day
we were treated to a
wing-walking display
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We re-started at WAP in July so for a while we had a two-site operation with training at
‘home’ and cross country at Chiltern Park. Nick Newton and Andy Monk thought it would be
fun to fly Nick’s T21 from WAP to CP. Fortunately there was a big grass field at Nettlebed
waiting for when they didn’t quite make it.

Howard’s
dream machine

Nils and Jim hosted the
final bbq, with an
Oktoberfest theme – in
September!
Richard took Dennis for
his first flight in a glider
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Chiltern Park Challenge
Every other comp this year was scrubbed, apart from the UK Mountain Soaring comp in
Aboyne, so our Regionals in July became the Chiltern Park Challenge. The site proved to be
excellent for a competition and the weather provided some excellent opportunities for
challenging but safe tasks. All the competitors (including our guest from Chilterns GC at
Halton) enjoyed six days of varied flying.
Jim White took the cup,
with John Otty 2nd and
Denis Campbell 3rd.
Special mention to David
Hamilton, flying his first
comp, who achieved his
longest flights to date –
and learnt a lot in the
process.
Jim receiving the
cup from Richard
outside bbq HQ

John taking
2nd place

Dennis in
3rd place

David being
retrieved from a
huge stubble field
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Nils the Met
Man

What the
Scorer saw –
Pete Wyld’s
viewpoint

Two hardworking tug
pilots – James and Doug



Whispering Wardrobes – vintage glider rally
This year’s September rally, organised by Graham Saw, was small but perfectly formed, with
a number of colourful aircraft on display on the ground and in the air over the weekend.

Old and new
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Graham Saw’s
beautiful Petrel,
one of two still
flying

Graham in
the tiny
Hütter

Economising on tows – the
Petrel and T21 behind the
Pawnee



Easter Egg Cup Aerobatics comp
The 17th International Easter Egg Cup Aerobatics Competition was not at Easter - it rarely is
- this year it was held in September. There were 3 classes: Standard, Tricky and Joker (only
for the unwary), and nine contestants, ranging from recently solo pilots who had never even
done a loop before to pilots who had actually practised. British Aerobatics Association judge
Charles Baker kindly came along to judge, James Roland flew the tug – and in the process
notched up his 3,000th hour of tugging - and Graham Saw organised the whole thing and
found the Easter Egg prizes.

Judge Charles
Baker
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The trophy went to
visitor Will Jones, with
14-year-old Leo
Sentinella in second
place and Jane Moore
in third.

Graham



Autumn expedition – Aboyne - Deeside GC
Booker’s regular October visit to Aboyne was not quite as usual in this unusual year, given
the restrictions in place, and we missed seeing our friends because many Deeside GC
members were staying away from the club. But the rivers and mountains were the same and
we made the best of our trip, despite the indifferent weather. Thanks to Richard Crockett and
Dave Byass, several members achieved solos at a new site, and experienced wave for the
first time.

Great view of the
airfield, looking east to
the sea
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Richard and Andy
setting off

Cairngorm and
Loch Avon

On the way to the
launchpoint



November sunshine
The day before the November
lockdown was beautiful, so we
emptied the hangar and flew all
day.
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Awards evening
No sooner were we back from Aboyne than another lockdown was imposed and we had to
stop flying. But we kept busy yet again with plenty of virtual activity - briefings on Bronze and
other topics, and a resumption of Condor evenings. We also had our Awards evening over
Zoom – not as much fun as in the pub but entertaining nonetheless. The real-life trophies are
in the clubhouse awaiting collection, here is the list of recipients:
Chairman’s Cup – a club member who over the past year has volunteered a significant
amount of their time to the club to better it for others, both now, and in the future
Jane Moore
The Instructors Cup – the most promising student who has not only progressed
considerably over the past year, but who also shows great promise for the future
Andy Duncan and James Giles
The Glyn Read Cup – the most promising member under the age of 23 who has not only
progressed considerably over the past year, but who also shows great promise for the future
Leo Sentinella
The Geoff Tabbner Cup – an instructor who has significantly inspired and developed
students and members alike throughout the course of the year
Richard Crockett
Chiltern Challenge competition
Jim White
Challenge 500 Cup
Denis Campbell 508.8k at 115.2kph
Thames Valley Gliding Club Award for the Longest Flight
Denis Campbell
Winner of the Booker OLC and BGA Ladders
Howard Joseph
Fastest 400k
Denis Campbell 410.3k at 95.4kph
Fastest 300k
John Otty 307.6k at 101.7kph
Fastest 200k
Jim White 202.2k at 106.5kph
Fastest 100k
John Otty 183k at 114.2kph
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Farewells
We were saddened by the loss of four good friends during the year.

Mike Fountain
Mike, who had a haulage company and garage in Aylesbury, was a member for many years
and owned an LS4, 275. He was also well-known for his love of dogs, he was never without
one. On one occasion there was an incident on the airfield when a pilot managed to crash on
the ground run by mistaking the rudder adjust cable for the cable release. He climbed from
the resulting heap of fibre glass uninjured but unfortunately stepped back onto Mike’s dog
which promptly bit him. Even in his later years and increasingly frail, Mike liked to visit the
airfield to meet old friends and have a flight in a two-seater.

Arne Joergensen
Arne was a colleague of Nils Wedi at ECMWF where he worked on graphics applications to
display weather. His claim to fame is setting off on his Silver distance and landing at Brize
Norton having mistaken it for Enstone. He managed to talk his way out of it and was even
allowed an aerotow home. He owned a DG303 and a Porsche – with no towbar – and was
never without a cigar. He left Booker in 2013 to return to his
native Denmark where he continued gliding.

Arthur Bayes
Arthur was a more recent convert to gliding, having previously
flown power, though he had yet to go solo. He was a regular on
Thursdays and enjoyed his two-seater flying.

Shep – Colonel Frederick Sheppard
The following is an edited extract from the obituary written by his daughter Hilary.
Shep, who has died aged 95, had a distinguished
career as a soldier and then a police officer, serving in
WWII, Palestine, Malaya and Aden. In 1956, Shep
joined the Aden Police Force and during the following
12 years, among other appointments, he commanded
the Aden Armed Police and, subsequently, the South
Arabian Field Force with the rank of Assistant
Commissioner.

Shep in characteristic
pose, in his garden in the
trailer park

He survived several attempts by terrorists to kill him.
There were two bazooka attacks on his house in the
police barracks in the Crater district. One was
accompanied by machine gun fire. On the second
occasion, one missile went over the roof. The other hit
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the house next door which was empty because the previous resident had been
assassinated. His older children remember being driven to school. To avoid being
ambushed, they always took a different route. The order, “Get down!” meant drop down into
the vehicle’s footwell to avoid sniper fire.
In 1967, Shep was seconded to the Federal National Guard
and moved to their HQ at Al-Ittihad for a period. Some of his
own troops were sympathetic to the nationalist movement and
it was during this time that a bomb was planted behind his
office safe. Fortunately, he happened to be in the corridor
getting a cup of coffee when it exploded.
He was always armed and at home in the evening his semiautomatic pistol would be on the table within easy reach. On
one occasion, he agreed to meet a leader of a rebel faction
and was driven to the meeting with a sack pulled over his
head. At the end of the British mandate in 1967, he was
awarded the Colonial Police Medal for his distinguished
service.
In 1968, Shep left Aden and returned to England and civilian
life; he was head of security for Gillette UK and Europe until
he retired aged 65. His thirst for adventure was met by his
enthusiasm for long distance gliding. He had been a stalwart member of the Aden Services
Gliding Club and transferred his allegiance to Booker Gliding Club. He gained three
Diamonds and was still flying gliders in his early eighties. On one occasion, he collided with
a sailplane that was circling the wrong way. He could have bailed out but succeeded in
landing to discover that half of one wing was missing.
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Winter hours
Office
The office remains closed until further notice. Please send queries to
office@bookergliding.co.uk
Flying
Throughout the winter, flying will be as follows:
Thursday to Sunday – bookable flying for members, course members and trial lessons
Monday to Wednesday – non-bookable flying for members only, on demand, arranged at the
daily briefing or on Whatsapp

Festive opening times
Thursday 24th December to Friday 1st January – no booked flying or instruction but the club
will be open and flying is available with CFI permission.



Dates for your diary (subject to change)
2021
13th – 28th March:

Spring expedition to Lleweni Parc

5th – 20th June:

Summer expedition to Montricher, Switzerland

10th -18th July:

Booker Regionals

9th – 24th October:

Aboyne expedition
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Club Communications
We use WhatsApp groups, as below:
Booker Gliding Club – general club information and notifications including details of online daily briefings
Booker Instructors – information and swap requests for instructors
Booker Expeditions –set up in the run up to each expedition.
If you wish to be included in any of these groups, contact the CFI.
Booker Banter - for general chitchat – contact Jeremy Gilbey
Condor Flyers – for those wanting to join in Condor group sessions – use this link:
https://chat.whatsapp.com/GkWgpEfSI0D21wGvc3XCry
The Booker GC website at www.bookergliding.co.uk has a Members Page. This contains the latest Club
news snippets and links to previous newsletters, meeting minutes and several useful and informative Club
documents. The Members page is accessible to everybody (not just members) but certain documents, such as
committee minutes need a user ID and password. To obtain these, go to the members’ page and click on the
‘email Administrator’ link. Don’t forget to include your name and membership number.

For the latest news about what’s happening check out
http://bookergc.blogspot.com/ and https://www.facebook.com/bookerglidingclub

*** All views expressed within the newsletter are those of the contributors and do not necessarily represent the
views of the Club or committee ***
Contributions to the newsletter are welcome. If you would like to submit an article for a future edition please
send it to Jane Moore at jxmoore@gmail.com
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