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Booker meets the neighbours
and hey, they’re friendly! Page 3
May has been a somewhat iffy month with
some significant achievements but not quite
living up to the weather promise of April.
Good timing then for those that went to Le
Blanc where the flying is reported to be
brilliant. JDV has been flying in the
convergence at Ontur, the club has been on
show at the Booker village annual fete and
Jeremy reminds us of what we can analyse
from flights on the ladder.
William

From the CFI
I am writing this whilst enjoying a well earned day off in Le Blanc!
So far the weather has proved to be most enjoyable with some
excellent flights and tasks being flown by Booker pilots. As I'm
sure you’ve read on the blog we had 6,000ft cloud bases and
climbs of 7+ knots on most days. The airspace around the airfield
is such that it allows for high climbs and cross countries can be
flown in almost any directions. We are even lucky enough to have
enough hangar space to keep our gliders in!
It’s important to remember that gliding isn’t just about flying around the local area at Booker,
it is also about going out and exploring what the world can offer. The sometimes mediocre
soaring conditions in the UK can easily become disheartening and that’s why coming along
on expeditions is important. The club offers 3 very different expeditions each year which aim
to offer you 3 very different gliding experiences and challenges. Each expedition is
designed with pilots of all levels in mind, from world champions to newly solos but be aware;
they fill up very quickly! So my message to you this month is: find an expedition that
interests you, come along and take advantage of these amazing experiences.
See you at the launchpoint
Richard
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Members’ achievements in May
1st Solos :
Bronze Written :

Ruth Jackson
Boris Bobrovnikov
Ben Followell

Callum Collins and Gus Carrick our Summer tug pilots both went solo last week.

Look no engines! Callum (above) and Gus go solo
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Dates for your diary

• Aboyne Expedition. October 6th – 20th

Summertime is show time
By the time you read this, Booker's Marketing team will have taken part in the Booker
Common Show (run jointly with Air Ambulance) as part of a line up including bands, vintage
cars and a dog show. This is an excellent opportunity to meet the people whose houses we
fly over and promote the airfield as a community asset.

A beautiful day for the Booker Annual Show (luckily not too brilliant for
gliding) but great for the club’s relations with our neighbours

Our next trip will be to the Wycombe Community Festival on The Rye on Saturday 13 July.
We took part in this event last year and it was great fun, there were many other sports clubs
offering 'tasters' of their activity, plus a wide range of food stalls, bands and a carnival
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procession. And we sold a lot of trial lessons and courses. If you would like to come along
and help out, either will setting up and taking down the stand, or by standing around and
chatting about gliding, let us know.
Also on the weekend of 13/14 July is the Woodcote Steam
Rally www.woodcoterally.org.uk which promises to be a very exciting event, coinciding as it
does with a fly in at Chiltern Air Park and including Spitfire and Hurricane displays and a fly
past by the BBMF Lancaster. If anyone is interested in setting up shop for Booker, please
get in touch.

The gliding challenge
On 11 May we hosted a visit by a group of
youngsters from New Initiatives, a community
enterprise based in South London which aims to
help boys make the difficult transition into manhood.
Young men enrol on a year long programme during
which they work through a curriculum based on the
elements of Water, Fire, Air and Earth. The
curriculum includes "seminars, challenging
residential experiences and character-forming
ordeals".
Their visit to Booker certainly involved Air, and a fair
amount of Water in the form of rain, and to some of
the lads getting into a glider was quite characterforming. After the eight boys (aged from 12 to 18)
and five facilitators had flown, there was a de-brief
Denzel, one of the group of 8 young
session during which the boys spoke about their
Londoners who came to Booker for
apprehensions and expectations before flying and
their first experience of gliding flight
how it had been in practice.
They were all polite and articulate and a credit to their facilitators. They have a blog of their
experiences: http://originhq.wordpress.com/gliding-may-11th-13/
The founder of New Initiatives, Paul Reid, was so impressed by the success of the day that
he came back a few weeks later with his daughter, who flew aeros with Andy.
Jane Moore
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JDV flies Ontur in Spain
As both Barry Michael and I were unable to
take time off in June to participate in the
Booker Le Blanc expedition in France we
joined the LGC expedition to Ontur as part of
an open invitation to Booker members
following our successful Cerdanya joint
expedition in 2009.
The expedition was headed by Robin May who
with assistance from Phil Warner flew the tug
down and Dunstable took a Duo, a K21 and a
single seater (an ASW24). Barry towed our
DG303 JDV via Bilbao and I flew down to join
him via Alicante.
During the week that I was onsite which was week four of the expedition there was one other
private glider and a German Doctor Detrick, who lived locally, and along with Robin had
flown here with Brian Spreckley in 2000.
There had been several other private gliders
over the previous 3 weeks.
Ontur is famous for its convergences which
often set up and move over the airfield in late
afternoon. They are formed by the sea
breeze front moving in from the south and
east and meeting the warm dry air of the
plains.
Both Barry and I had the opportunity to
explore this on different days and on
Saturday 25th after following a street out
towards the mountains in the west I came
back to find the convergence developing.
Running up and down this approximate 70 km long feature I completed according to See
You: 180kms in 1 hour and 22 mins at 120 kph with a start height of 9807 feet and a finish
height of 9903 with a D/H of -16429 and enjoyed a truly memorable experience.
It is also a great place for X/C flying with high
cloud bases which during my stay were
between 8500 and 10500 QNH although the
airfield is at 2100 feet QNH. Quite a few were
flown during the expedition and some have
been put on the OLC ladder.
Flying I believe took place most days often
starting from 1pm and going on to 8pm which
does coincide with the Spanish tendency to eat
late in that region.
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More information can be found on the blog set up by Robin at robincmay.wordpress.com
Much thanks must go to the expedition leaders Robin, Phil and
Steve Nicholl along with several others that I didn’t meet who made
this expedition possible.
If we have the chance it would be great to join forces for another
joint expedition.
Meanwhile have fun in Le Blanc we I will be thinking of you
Jeremy Gilbey

Ladder Corner

June 2013

A few thoughts on Flight Analysis
If you download a task from the ladder into SeeYou you can do some analysis on it and
consider the strong and weak points in your performance.
I have my EW D logger set on a 4 second interval and the EW B is on a 12 second interval.
This makes for interesting circling profiles on analysis. If you do a 20 second circle with 3
second interval you will get 6 or 7 fixes where on a 12 second interval only 1 or 2. So a 3 or
4 second interval will give you a good idea of the shape of your circling whereas on a 12
second interval it just looks like you are jiggling around.
Checking for Airspace Infringements can be done on the route page or the graph page and
‘Control I’ on the keyboard will give you a list of them.
Looking at the graph page this gives you a vertical profile of your flight. You can easily see
how well you have been climbing by how steep your line is and whether you left the thermal
at the right time, or did you lingered too long in a failing lift.
Have a look at the statistic page. There is lots of useful info on this page.
Thermaling v Gliding % I am informed that if you spend much more than a third of your time
climbing you are probably not being as efficient as you could be!
How much of your time do you spend turning left as opposed to right. Are you more
successful one way or another? Does it vary from day to day? I have heard people say that
for example ‘today was a left hand day’.
What is your average length of glide and the average L/D at which you did them? See how
long your glides are on a particular day with respect to one of the pundits. If they are gliding
for 15 kms and you are only gliding for 7 or 8kms then perhaps you are stopping to turn too
often.
Go to the phase tab. By clicking on this you can uncover some more details of the flight.
Then by clicking on the column headings at the top of the page you can sort the data.
AVario Is your average climb rate. Is it really as good as you thought it was?
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Dis Done will give you the length of your glides and sorting by Avg IAS will give you the
speed at which you did them. Was your final glide really as fast as you thought it was?
D/H is interesting it is the L/D for the glide in the relevant phase. A –ve figure means you
were climbing in that glide phase and any +ve figure above the glide ration for your glider
shows you chose good air.
There is a lot of info in See you that can be useful in improving our flying and I’m sure that
some of you have discovered ways of analysing your flights that will be helpful to us all so
please feel free to share them in print, lecture or on the XC blog. The book ‘Beyond Gliding
Distance’ by Flavio Formosa pub by Thin Air and available in the office has a chapter on
flight analysis and I think it is useful in untying the apron strings of home base.
Don’t forget to put our club tasks in you PDA so if the task you have declared proves to be
the wrong one you can revert to one of the club tasks and treat it as a declared one.
BOB-BIC-DID-BOO 100k FAI triangle (The Milk Run)
BOB-MEM-BOO 100k o/r
SOS-FMA-AVE-BOO 200k FAI triangle
(FMA is Four Marks station on the watercress line - south of Basingstoke)
BOB-ANE-BUC-BOO 200k triangle
BOB-FRO-EVE-BOO 300k FAI triangle
BOB-BUL-COB-BOO 300k triangle
Meanwhile continue to share your flights with your fellow club members and don’t forget to
make comments on the ladder about your experience. These are read and really well
received by the rest of us.
The OLC ladder allows you to fit tasks to the route you have flown so is very useful with the
exciting handicapped Grand Prix program designed by Tim Scott.
Access is available via the Booker Website member’s page which has a couple of links
direct to the Booker Gliding Club OLC Flights (the coloured boxes). So sign up now and get
familiar with its format.
By the way if you have flown without a declared task you can fit a task to your flight on See
You by using ‘control L’ or ‘Edit Optimise’ from the menu. This allows an OLC or a FAI task
to be optimised to your flight.
Happy flying
Jeremy Gilbey
Jeremy@gilbey.eu
ladder steward

Would you be available to crew at a comp?
I’m flying in the Bicester Regionals July 27 –August 4th and also in the Dunstable
Regionals August 17th -25th. If you could crew for me on any of those days it would
be great. Expenses paid of course and other inducements negotiable e.g tea, food
and beer. If you can help or would like to know what’s involved, let me know –
Tel: 01494 765318 or email: Williamparker275@gmail.com
Many thanks
William
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Club Communications
We use Yahoo email groups, which we encourage all members to subscribe to, in order to provide a quick way
to communicate with the membership. Details are below.
Booker GC Forum – Open to all members to participate. The Forum provides the opportunity to share ideas
about the Club. Send an email to: bookergc-forum-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
and include your membership number when applying.
Booker GC Expeditions – Open to all members to participate. Send an email to: bookergc-Expeditionssubscribe@yahoogroups.com and include your membership number when applying.
Booker GC X-C – Targeted towards those pilots who fly cross-country or who aspire to develop their crosscountry skills. Send an email to: bookergc_xc-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
and include your membership number when applying.
Booker GC Instructors – This is for Booker instructors only to easily email each other. Mainly used for
swapping duty days. Send an email to: BookerGC_Instructors-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and
include your membership number when applying.
The Booker GC website at www.bookergliding.co.uk has a Members Page. This contains the latest Club
news snippets and links to previous newsletters, meeting minutes and several useful and informative Club
documents. The Members page is accessible to everybody (not just members) but certain documents, such as
committee minutes need a user i/d and password. To obtain these, go to the members page and click on the
‘email Administrator’ link. Don’t forget to include your membership number.

For the latest news about what’s happening check out http://bookergc.blogspot.com/.
*** All view expressed within the newsletter are those of the contributor and do not necessarily represent the
view of the Club or committee ***
Contributions to the newsletter are welcome. If you’d like to submit an article for a future edition please send it
to William Parker by email at (williamparker275@gmail.com). Please note new email address
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