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This month we have an update on the Stadium proposal
and specifically how to make your views known to
Wycombe District Council.
Bob Smith writes about the Cadet Programme, and the Rev
Maxigat asks for understanding between tuggies and the
pilots at the other end of the rope. Jane Moore reports on
the Club presence at the Henley Show.
William Parker

From the Chairman
Dear fellow Booker members,
With the season having come to an end with a late flourish of Cross
Country opportunities it’s time to make some plans for the winter. Your
next season will get off to a much better start if you stay current over the
winter period so at the very least try to fly a couple of times a month.
And don’t forget calm winter days can be great for introducing friends
and workmates to the joys of gliding.
As you’ll know from previous newsletters, this has been a poor season
from a weather point of view and this means we have not achieved as
many launches as we would have liked. The more launches members take
the sooner we will be able to recover from this year’s disappointing results. So don’t just look at the
sky – come and fly!
In the same context you’ll have heard about the changes in operations over the winter and the
proposal to hold an EGM. Those changes are now taking place and the meeting details will be
announced shortly.
Now that the proposals for developments at Wycombe Air Park have reached the public consultation
stage it’s time we all made our points of view known. Emily Todd and Gary Nuttall have contributed
a piece to the newsletter explaining how we can do this. I urge you to contribute your opinion.
See you at the launchpoint.
Geoff
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From the CFI
September has been a bit of a mixed bag but still provided some good
cross countries for those that were ready and many members have been
busy making the most of the weather. These include Richard Crockett
and Bob Davey completing their Full Cats and John Herman and Emily
Todd completing their Assistant Ratings, congratulations to them all.
Whilst on the subject of instructing if you’ve been considering becoming
a Basic Instructor and have the requirements (Silver C and 50 hours)
come and have a chat with me and we can see the best way forward.
This is a great goal to work towards over the winter season. It is also a fun way to help your club!
The fleet is almost back up to full strength with 318’s beautifully refinished wings being completed in
time for Aboyne. Also 314’s canopy is nearly completed. Thanks to the efforts of all that have
worked in the workshops over the summer season. I therefore think it’s appropriate to take this
opportunity to remind you that all the gliders belong to all of us and it’s each of our responsibility to
look after them. If you see someone that doesn’t, tell them!
Finally, I’d like to send my thanks to our summer tuggy Phil Kellman who has worked relentlessly for
us over the season. I wish him luck in his future plans and aspirations.
Happy Landings,
Mike

Say what you think about the stadium proposals
WDC are conducting a consultation and encouraging our members to complete the online
consultation document. It is a questionnaire and only has 5 questions to it (it doesn't seem too tricky
to use) and can be found at the first link below. It would be good if as many people as possible could
complete it. Additionally, Gary has sent a couple of useful links shown at the bottom two links
providing good background; local residents seem to be particularly unhappy about the proposal
(unsurprisingly).
http://www.wycombe.gov.uk/council‐services/planning‐and‐buildings/planning‐news/wycombe‐
community‐stadium‐and‐sports‐project.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/group.php?gid=163959270285614
http://chilternsview.blogspot.com/2010/10/community‐stadium‐unnecessary‐unpopular.html
Emily Todd and Gary Nuttall
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Achievements in September
Mark Sempers re-solo

Simon Vardigans 1st solo flight

Congratulations to these members and their instructors.

Cadet Update
As most members will be aware, the cadets have been making great progress this year. Siena and
Will achieved celebrity status after an appearance on BBC Breakfast time. Mike (MiniGat) Gatfield
has been leading MaxiGat around some challenging cross country flights. Thanks to all of the
instructors that have flown with the cadets during the year.
I’d also like to thank all our cadets for turning up and running the launch point, I’m sure that
members are very grateful although they may not always say; so thanks to Tom, Charlotte, Sam,
Simon, George, Peter, Will, Siena, Guy, Adam, Mike, Sam and Ashley.
Unfortunately for the club, Ashley has left to go and pursue his studies and other hobbies. A number
of cadets are off to university so there may be some new cadets around over this winter. On behalf
of all members I’d like to thank Ashley for his conscientious help at the launch point over the past
two years. We’ll be pleased to see him if he comes back to pay us a visit.
There will be a cadet get together during November so watch out for details on the notice board.

Cadet scheme coordination.
I have been running the cadet scheme for a number of seasons now, and it feels like the time for
someone else to get involved in this activity. Running the scheme is not particularly demanding and
we already have a short list of candidates for next season. I will still be available to provide any
support or handover required. Please give me a call or email if you are interested in getting involved
in this extremely rewarding area.

Help always welcome
During the winter months, we need as much support as we can get from club members in order to
get the club in the best possible shape for the next season.
If you have any new material, or suggestions for additions to the club web site, please email the
webmaster with any suggestions.
Bob Smith

Page 3

Booker GC Newsletter

www.bookergliding.co.uk

October 2010

Sales and Marketing News
Henley County Show on Saturday 11 September provided us with an opportunity to bring gliding to
the notice of the farming community and others. We took Junior FZA for an outing, plus our usual
display materials, and received very positive responses from farmers, including those who farm land
adjacent to the airfield, they were pleased that we had come to an agricultural show. One had a tale
to tell from years past. A glider had landed in his prize crop, and the pilot had then meandered
through the crop rather than walking down the tramlines. A red mist descended and the farmer
hitched up his plough and headed for Booker. Fortunately he had time to cool down on the way,
otherwise our field would have been even more bumpy. We had a steady stream of visitors and sold
a couple of courses, with the possibility of more sales when the problem of present‐buying arrives.
Many thanks to the club members who turned out to help set it all up and do their bit on the stand.
Booker on the TV news
On Saturday 4 September Booker received coverage worldwide when our aerobatic cadets featured
on the BBC1 Breakfast Show. Mike Bushell's piece on gliding showed 4 times during the 4 hour
programme, which aired on the BBC World Service as well as the UK, raising awareness of gliding as
an accessible sport involving more than just drifting aimlessly around the airfield. Many thanks to
Graham Saw, Will Hilton and Siena Whiteside, who are now all being stopped in the street for
autographs.
Jane Moore
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Radio (130.) 4’s Thought for the day: The Humble Tuggie
Presented by the very reverend Vicar Maxigat

My sermon this month is directed at those blessed parishioners who drive our tugs. Of course,
the Lord watches over all, but I’m sure he works overtime with tugpilots. Those of us dangling on
the limp end of the rope can take the humble tugpilot for granted and forget that they do
undertake a somewhat hazardous activity. The sight of a Pawnee departing with the carb heat
“on” can cause hilarity at the launchpoint as the hedge gets a well needed trim, and we all enjoy
the spectacle of poor MF on its multiple bounces when abused (ahem), but over the years there
have been more than a few nasty accidents that, touch wood, we can work together to avoid. Not
for nothing is the requirement to avoid gliders getting into a high position drilled into students
with gusto. Looking down into the Robin cockpit from your sailplane is not the time to
contemplate Heggy’s bald spot (actually, is there ever a good time?).
As for the man with a fan, a couple of pleas from the chumpers funding your free PPL time: 1. Us
chaps in water laden racers don’t like having to shout obscenities to cover the noise of ailerons
slamming against the stops as we dangle on the back of a 50 knot tow. “Faster Jerome” (a phrase
I used with increasing volume and urgency on a really unpleasant aerotow in the Alps one year.
Only one thing increases the clenching on a slow tow and that is a large slab of granite adjacent to
the wingtip) and 2. Those tuggies relatively new to towing can usually be spotted as the guys
who zoom climb into a wind gradient leaving the volume of obscenities from the glider reaching
HSE mandatory ear protection levels. You’ll find you get more beers in the bar if you keep low and
let the speed build first.
Bless you my children, and safe landings from both ends of the rope.
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½ Share in Std Libelle WL

Good condition glider with great availability. It is light and easy to rig (15 minutes from
opening the trailer to ready to fly) and is a proven performer finishing 2nd in the Junior
Worlds and 1st in the Club Class Nationals. Suitable for pilots of all levels but
especially to those who are early cross country.
Glider details:
• Winglets, Wing fairings and Aileron gates.
• Fully sealed with Teflon tape and Mylar.
• Built 1971, serial number 233.
• Full Tow Out Gear
• Full Set of Dust Covers.
• Thomas Parachute.
• Great easy to tow trailer with two new tyres
• Annual ‘til May 2011
• ARC ‘til Oct 2011
Instruments:
• L-nav with Cambridge Nav (optional)
• ATR 500 Radio
• Winter Vario and ASI
More photos available on request. Offers and questions to Emily on:
07870 672468 or emilyvtodd@gmail.com

Page 6

Booker GC Newsletter

www.bookergliding.co.uk

October 2010

Club Communications
We use Yahoo email groups, which we encourage all members to subscribe to, in order to provide a quick way to
communicate with the membership. Details are below.
Booker GC Forum – Open to all members to participate. The Forum provides the opportunity to share ideas about the
Club. Send an email to: bookergc‐forum‐subscribe@yahoogroups.com
and include your membership number when applying.
Booker GC Expeditions – Open to all members to participate. Send an email to: bookergc‐Expeditions‐
subscribe@yahoogroups.com and include your membership number when applying.
Booker GC X‐C – Targeted towards those pilots who fly cross‐country or who aspire to develop their cross‐country skills.
Send an email to: bookergc_xc‐subscribe@yahoogroups.com
and include your membership number when applying.
Booker GC Instructors – This is for Booker instructors only to easily email each other. Mainly used for swapping duty
days. Send an email to: BookerGC_Instructors‐subscribe@yahoogroups.com and include your membership number when
applying.
The Booker GC website at www.bookergliding.co.uk has a Members Page. This contains the latest Club news snippets
and links to previous newsletters, meeting minutes and several useful and informative Club documents. The Members
page is accessible to everybody (not just members) but certain documents, such as committee minutes need a user i/d
and password. To obtain these, go to the members page and click on the ‘email Administrator’ link. Don’t forget to
include your membership number.

For the latest news about what’s happening check out http://bookergc.blogspot.com/.
*** All view expressed within the newsletter are those of the contributor and do not necessarily represent the view of
the Club or committee ***
Contributions to the newsletter are welcome. If you’d like to submit an article for a future edition please send it to
William Parker by email at (william.parker5@btinternet.com).
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